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The PP REF 
HE ankind Treatment, which the True Character of a 
Church-man met with from thoſe, whom one would have 
thought, it could not have provok'd, is the Occaſion of 
Reprinting it here, together with the Character of a Low- 
urch-man, drawn in Anſwer to it ; that they may both make 
ir Appeals to the Church her ſelf in their own Proper Habits 
Full Proportions, and ſubmit it to Her to Judge, which has 
of Her True Spirit, and which has Beſt pleaded Her Cauſe. 
y be expected ſome Apology ſhould be made for adding any Re 
Warks, where none ſeem wanting; for there is no ſort of Objer- 
n form'd, or ſo much as the ſhadow of an Argument offer*d that 
u be thought worth an Anſwer; and as for Scandal and Rail- 
g, they are much below any. 'To Recriminate may be thought a 
ry Mean Office: and indeed a very Unneceſſary One, where Men 
e 2 themſelves ſo open, as not to need any Body elſe to 
jew them. . 

But however, the Performance, ſuch as it is, was thought ca- 
able of doing great Service; and This Low-Church-man's Cha- 
acter, after it had went thro* ſeveral Hands, and met with Ap- 
robation and Applauſe in Manuſcript, from Thoſe Gentlemen, 
who withaut leſſening their Characters, might have given 
t a more Public Licenſe;) it was Printed in Oxford, and 
li persd ver) Induſtriouſly , eſpecially in Worceſter-ſhire, where 
r ſeems, it firſt purposd to Extirpate the Low-Church-Men 
if all Sorts and Sizgs. And the Author in Return, had a Re- 
ommenaatory Letter from a Gentleman he Deſign d vehy to 
FOblige by his Pains ; which he carried about, and made the beſt Uſe 
it he could, in Order to be Chaplain to the next Speaker, 
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The PRE FAC E. 

The Unuſual Confidence with which Dirt is thrown upon 
Men of the Higheſt Stations, and of the moſt Sacred Ch 
ters, and which ſome Credulous People might think ought to þ 
there, if no Notice was taken 75 it, is the Occaſion of the 
lowing Remarks; in which if there are ſome Truths told, gj 
might otherwiſe have been Conceal d, They may thank themſel 
who think it worth their while to Encourage ſuch Rudene 
wards their Superiours. 3 
J am ſenſible what Advantages ſuch ways of Writing gin 
the Enemies of Religion; but I don't ſee how they are to be 
medied, while Men that call themſelves Chriſtians, and Chu 
men, well allow themſelves ſuch a Liberty of Railing, Andi 
Men think themſelves abusd, I know no Charity obliges 
to ſilence, if Juſtice is to be done; and if there is no other 
of removing the Aſperſions that are caſt upon Good Men, 
by ſhewing what Sort of Men they are that throw them; i 
an Injury to Vertue and Innocence, not to take ſuch a Met 
in their juſt Vindication, 
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T is commonly obſery'd, and we have too often felt, what the 
power and miſchief of Party-names is. Were it no more, than 
that they ſerve to form,and diſtinguiſh Parties, that makes. 

them as miſchievous to Government as divided Parties. No- 

thing is ſo apt to deceive us into very falſe Opinions of Men, 
as when ſuch Names are either ignorantly or deſignedly applied to 
wrong Perſons ; which not only diſturbs human Converſation, and. 
many times deprives us of the moſt uſeful and deſirable Friendſhips, 
but impoſes upon the Government too, in the advancement of unfit _ 

Perſons to Publick Truſts, and excluding ſuch as are beſt qualified. 

to ſerve God, their King, and their Country, bagh in Church and 

State. This is viſible in all Publick Elections: Mes give Chara- 

cters, and form a Party; and Choices are made according as Names 

are given, at all adventures. ek Tra ets 

I ſhall not take notice now of ſuch Names as ſigniſie arbitrarily, 
and which the different Parties give each other as terms of re- 
proach ; but there is one very good Name, which is very much 
abus d, and does the greater miſchief, when miſappIF'd, by being 
ſo very good; I mean the name CHURCH-MAN, or CHURCH. 

OF ENGLAND-MAN, which ſome appropriate to themſelves 

who have little right to it; and deny it thoſe who beſt anſwer, an 

moſt honour that Name. And that the World may not be impos d 

on by ſuch Perſons, I ſhall briefly repreſent the true Character of 
| * 8 a CHURCH- © 
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z CHURCH-MAN, chat we may the better judge to whom this 
name belongs, and who they are that unjuſtly uſurp it. 


* 
I. Now in the firſt place, I take it for granted, that a Church-man 
ought to be - Chr for it u« the PANE: Church we ſpeak of, and 
therefore ſuch men muſt believe in God, and in Jeſus Chriſt. Atheiſts and 
 Infidels belong to no Church, but the Synagogue of Satan; and yet it 1 
too evident, that many who would be thought great Church of England 
Men, are no great Believers: Men, who are ſufficicntly known, in their 
private Converſation, and ſometimes too publickly, tg, ridicule all Religion 
and the Holy Scriptures, and little leſs than blaſpheme God and our Saviow 
Chriſt. God deliver us from ſuch Church-men, and the Church from the 
Scandal of ſuch Pretenders. 5 be 
II. A Church of . Man, & one, ho lives in Communion 
with the Church of England, that is, who communicates in Religious Offices, 
in the Prayers and Sacraments of the Church. Some think it title enough 
ro the name of Church-man, that they communicate with no Diſſenters; 
* ; to diſſent from all Religion, were the Charafer of a Church-may. 
Certainly a Man of any Religion i nearer the Church of England, thay 
be that hath none ; for they agree in worſhipping God, tho th fer in 
be Modes of Worſhip. And there us too great a Party of theſe Church-men, 
' who ſeldom ſee the inſide of a Church, and as ſeldom ſhew any ſigns of De 
votion when they are there. Their Neighbours muſt know them; and | 
hope, * the honour of Religion, will never call them Church- men. 
III. A Church-man one, o has a rigbt to Church-Communion; 
who lives ſo regular a Life, that be is qualify d to communicate in Prayer! 
and Sacraments. The, no notorious wicked Livers are, whatever theit 
Profeſſion he; ſuchigitommon Drunkards, and Swearers, Adulterers, Fir- 
wicators,&C. whoWfthe Diſcipline of the Primitive Church would not haut 
been admitted ſo much as to the Communion of Prayers. Eccleſiaſtical Au- 
thority indeed is under ſuch. reſtraints, that Church-cenſures cannot be al- 
ways. duly. executed ; but tho ſuch Men are not actually ſhut out of the 
| Charchthey have. hardly any good claim to it; and what kind of Church- 
men are thoſe, ho have ſo far unqualify d themſelves even to enter the 
Church? and Þho would as much avoid the Name, as they do the Place, 
and both for the ſame Reaſon, Viz. the relation they bear to God's Religion, 
if they did not want a Cloak for their. Impieties and Immoralities, and 
Bope that a pretended Zeal for the Church, would attone for their real En- 
mity to Religion. But whatever Protection or Advantage the name of the 
Church may, by the unwarineſs or deſign of others, gain theſe men, I 
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am ſure, it recei vet nothing from them 2 Scandal and Reproach. Neve © W 
let a ſacred Name be thus proſtituted, to countenance wickedneſs, or to take A 
off any part of the Shame and Infamy that belongs to it. 

IV 4A Church of England Man # one, who is true to the Intereſ 
both of Church and State, as by Law eſtebliſi d. I ſaꝝ, both Church and 
State; for it hath always been, and T hope always will be, the Glory of the 
Church of England, that all her True Sons are very Loyal Subjects. This 
has been, and is at this day, made an accuſation of the Church of England, 
that this Point of Obedience and Subjection has been preſt too far; even ſo Ml 
far, if we believe ſome, as to ſet up Arbitrary Power and the Will of the 
Prince, above Law. But this is a miſrepreſentation of the true Doctrine 
of Obedience taught in our Church; which was oppos d to Faction and Se- 
dition, not to a Legal Government. For Obedience is a Duty owing to 
ſetled Governments, adminiſtred by Legal Methods; though there may be, 
as in all Governments, in the imperfect ſtate of this World, there ever have 
and will be, ſeveral faults and miſcarriages in the Adminiſtration ; but 
does not extend, nor was ever ſo intended, to the ſubverſion of Laws, and 
our civil and religious. Rights, at the Will of the Prince. But the Church | 
of England is a profeſ# Enemy to all the Arts of Sedition and Faction and 
embroiling Governments ; and would not be a true Chriftian-Chugch, 4 _ 
it were not; and therefore thoſe Men muſt not paſs for Church-men who * 
are Seditious and Factious and uneaſie to Government, without. regard 
to the Perſon or Authority of the Prince, any longer than they are courted 
or bribed ; and without allowing a common reſpect, Wther in their Con- 
verſation or Writings, to ſuch of their Spiritual Fathers as happen not, 
upon all accounts, to fall in with their Humor and Fancy. The Church 
of England reaches her Sons, when they obſerve any defects in their Go- 
vernours Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, to conceal, lament, and excuſe them, and 
all out of a dutiful regard to-the Character they bear. But to expoſe Tails 
ings where they are, or to make them where they are not, God be thank d, 
Vas never any a; of the Spirit of our Church. It always inſtilld more 
Loyal and Religious Leſſons : But our Superiours in Church and State A 
have the leſs reaſon to be ſurprix d at this Treatment; becauſe a bound- 
leſs liberty of Railing, both in publick and private, againſt all who were * WM 
not perfectly of their own mind, has been all along the grear Characte- 

riſtick of that Sort of Church- men, and, in many inſtances , all the 
they could pretend to the Name. J — + 

V. 4 Church of England Man # one who takes the meaſures of bu Y 
behaviour as a Son of the Church; from the Rule that our Church her ſelf fy 
has laid down for his direction, in a and Rubrick, ber 1 | 
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cles, Homilies and Canons. Tha, ar grounded in Scripture our great 
. Rule, is the Path that our Conſtitution has mark d out 5 and as they who 
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walk in it, (that u, who worſhip God, and obey their Superiours in ſuch 


| 4 manner as theſe preſcribe) are truly Church- men; ſo the reſt hd. de- 
viate from the Rule on either ſide, have no title to the Name. Th 


that 
will not come up to it, arc Diſſenters on the one fide ; and if 2 "go 
beyond it, they are Diſſenters on the other, i. e. both of them diſſent 
and differ, in their Principles and Practices, from the eftabliſhd Rules 
of the Church. Of the latter fort are they who value themſelues at this 
ay upon the name of High Church-men : and as for others, ho keep 


day 
 "ftridly to the Rules of Church-Communion and Worſhip, and think it 


a breach of that Rule to go higher than the Church it ſelf has directed, 
all theſe they deſpiſe, as men of a Lower Church: who yet are really 
the true and only Church- men; while the other exalted Pretences are no 
beſs a deviation from the True Church, than Superſtition is from the 


True Religion, 


VI. 4 Church-man is one, 2»ho governs himſelf by Principle, and 
not by the uncertain turns of Humor or Intereſt. He will not be zealomw 
for Monarchy and Epiſcopacy at one time, and at another, 5 in with 
meaſures for diminiſhing the juſt Prerogative, and depreſſing his Eccleſia- 
ftical Superiours. Nor will he turn Advocate for the Popular Election 
of - Biſhops, ben he finds his Aims not ſo likely to ſucceed at Court: 


A Scheme that has been mention d with approbation by a certain Party in 


this Reign, who imanot her would have call d it a Republican Device 


to leſſen the Royal Prerogative, and a Fanatical Contrivance to main- 


tain perpetual Factions ænd Parties among the Clergy of every Dioceſe. 
In ſhort, a Church-man is Uniform under all Governments, and is 
not te be drawn by private Animoſities and Reſentments, from purſuing 
Aﬀethods that really are, and bimſelf has all along declared to be, the 
Supports off cur Conſtitution, and the Foundations of Peace and Order 


iu Church and State. 


BUT yet fuch Men, who have neither the Faith nor Wor ip, 


nor Morals, nor Loyalty, nor Steadineſs, which the Church of Eng- 


land teaches her Children, would ee e very good Church- men, 
3 they profeſs. 2 great Zeal to preſerve the preſent Conſti- 
tion of the Church, as by Laweſtabliſhd : And I muſt own this 

a very good reaſon, . could we have any ſecurity of 
them) to prefer them before the profeſt Enemies of our Conſti- 
tion. For it is very happy (and wg ought to thank God for 
9 * * 
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it) when they do any thing this way; but not to on them 
CHURCH-MEN, for reaſons I ſhall fogn give. For, I beſeech 
you, what ſecurity can we have of thoſe Men, who have no Re- 
verence for God, nor for their Prince? How ſhould they have 
any value for the Church, who have no value for Religion? We 
ought to be thankful to God, when he ſo wiſely orders things by 
his Providence, as to make it the intereſt of bad Men to favour 
and protect his Church; but we have no reaſon to depend upon 
Men, of no Principles, and no Religion? While their Intereſt and 
the Church is on a ſide, we may expect them our Friends; butIn- 
tereſt will not lye. If the Church and Intereſt part, farewel the iM 
Church. 8 IF a += nl 
But to paſs over this. A Cburcb-man muſt ſignifie one, Who is 
for preſerving the Eſſential Conſtitution of the Church. Now, the 
Conſtitution of the Church of England is the fame, that has been 
the Conſtitution of the Catholick Church, ever ſince the Apoſto- 
lick Age, or as long as we have any Authentick Records of the 
Church ; that is, The Government of the Church is in Biſhops with 
Presbyters and Deacons under them. Ours is a National Church, 
and divided into Two Provinces ; each Province hath a Metro- 
politan, with a ſuperiour Juriſdiction over all the Biſhops and Cler- 
gy of his Province; which ſome think an Apoſtolical, but it is cer- 
tain, is a very ancient Conſtitution of the Catholick Church. 1 
Now whatever pretences may be made, I cannot think nor calt | 
thoſe Church men who endeavour to overthrow this ancient Con- | 
ſtitution of the Catholick Church, to which the Church of Eng- 
land is ſo exactly conform'd, as we know has by ſome been 7 Ty 
attempted. For to deny the Metropolitan any ſort of Authority "Wb 
of convening and preſiding in Synods, (which neceſſarily carries 
with it the Authority of Continuations or Prorogations) any other- 
wiſe than as the King's Miniſter, (which is a Civil, not an Ecclefia— 
ftical and Metropolitical Authority) and to make a Synod of Presby- 
ters an independent Houſe, and a co-ordinate Power with their 
Biſhops ; when they themſelves do and muſt own, that there never 
was à diſtin& Synod of Presbyters, much leſs a co-ordinars Houſe 
of meer Presbyters, in any other Epiſcopal Church in the World; 
and can never ſhew, when the Church of England broke off from Wl 
the Catholick Church, and renounced the Metropolitical and Epiſ- 
copal Authority; this is to oppoſe the eſſential conſtitution of an 
Epiſcopal Church, as the Church of England is. I 3 
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who call themſelves great Church-men, are declaiming againft the 
'Uſurpations of the CivikPower upon the Church, they have taken 

great pains, to expound the Ad of Submiſſion, and the King's Su- 
premacy, to ſuch a ſence, as neither our Princes, nor Lawyers 
ever thought on; to make all Church Authority a perfect creature 


of the State, that Presbyters may challenge a co-ordinate Power 


-with their Biſhops. 5 | 
But this is too long a diſpute to enter upon at preſent, and may 


. deſerve a particular conſideration ; for it ſeems a meer jeſty for 


Men to pretend a mighty Zeal for the Righrs and Liberties of the 
Church, and upbraid their Superiours with betraying the Rights 
of the Church; while they themſelves are overthrowing the An- 


* cient Conſtitution of the Catholick Church, and of the Church 
of England with it: And how fit ſuch Men are to lead them, I 


hope all honeſt Epiſcopal Clergy-men will conſider. 
And now, all I have to add is, a caution againſt being impoſed 


-on by the Name of CHURCH-MAN. If any have a mind, for 
other reaſons, to chuſe Atheiſtical Men, or profligate Sinners, and 
ſeditious, factious, violent Spirits, to repreſent them; let them 


not do it under the Character of Church- men: For this is a mighty 
Scandal upon the Church of England, to own thoſe for Church- 
men, who are known to have no Religion: This hath, and does 
to this day, give great Scandal to Diſſenters, that many Atheiſtical, 
Lewd, Profligate People, who manifeſtly have no Religion, pre-- 
tend to be of the Church of England. This cannot be avoided in- 


| deed, unleſs the Diſcipline of the Church could be effequally 
reviv'd. For Men of no Religion, if they muſt profeſs any, will 


pretend to the legally eſtabliſh 


4 
| 


d Church and Religion ; but if we 
cannot always fling them out of the Church, yet I think we ought 


not to own them; for that would be to fix a very ill Character 


upon our Church, our Religion, and gur Selves. 


And beſides this, had we to deal with any Prince of leſs Pru- 
dence, and Temper, and Inſight into Men, than His preſent Gra- 
| -cious Majeſty, whom God long preſerve ; what an Opinion would 
this give him of the Church of England, when he ſhould find many 
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(inconſiderately own'd to be Patrons of it) to „ no 
Morals; and to be troubleſome, and factious, and great difturl 
of his Government, and of all that he deſigns. well for the Pub- 
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CHARACTER | 
| Low Church-Man. | 


OF A 

VT cannot bur be Viſible to every Man, conſidering the preſent Fundtare - 
of Affairs, how Highly it Concerns: the Nation, to their urmoſt: MM 
Prudence and Caution in the Election of ſuch Members, that have both 
"> Gapacity to Know, and Will and Steadineſs to Purſue the True Inte- 
_ reſt of the Government and Country, ſo as to ſettle Both upon an unſhaken . - 
Bottom and Foundation. e ill Conſequences; that have attended Cor-- ⁵ 
ruption in Elections, are a ſufficient Argument to Awaken the Senſe of the 
People, who have for ſo Many Years Bought and Sold Themſelves into the 
Hands of a Mercenary, Proſtitute, and Complying Miniſtry, who had ing 
vitably Ruin'd both Church and State, Had not the inimirable Conduct, 
Vigilance and Reſolution of the Laſt Parliament, and the nice Penetration 
Learning and Fidelity of the Lower Houſe of Convocation, interpos d for chæ i 

Preſervation of Both. _. | A d 


I is not to be denied; that ſuch Men who beſt Underſtand du 
Conſtitution, Who have moſt Zeal and Firmneſs, molt Honeſty and” 
— to preſerve it; are in any Functure of Affairs, fitteſt to be 
truſted in the Service of the Publick: Nor will I diſpute the Ill:* ü 
Conſequences that attend the Corrupting Elections; but whether that 
is the Diſtinguiſhing Mark of any als ter of Men, this Author, FF 
hope, will not take upon him to decide. Some that ſeldom or 
never appear in a Church, that have made it their buſineſs to rail at 


almoſt the whöle Order of Biſhops, have been thought Guilty of ä 
that Abuſe*; And I have a better Opinion of this Author, than to» ⁵⁶ 
think he would give up all ſuch from the High Church Party, as he i, WW 
pleas'd to diſtinguiſh them, that may take this Method to be R .- 
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z 2h ngr wks What part of the Nation have been ſo Scandaloas to 
uffer themſelves to be .bought and ſold for ſo many Years, and What 
Set of Miniſters have been thus Proſtitute and Complying, He has not 
thought fit to Inform us: It is indeed an honour for the Parliament 
to reſcue us from bad Men; but tis verily thought, this Author 
might know, that ſeveral of the late Miniſtry are among the Pre- 
ſent. I think, indeed, we are oblig'd to no Parliaments more than 
thoſe which have met ſince the Revolution. But how the Lower 
1 Houſe of Convocation have ſav'd a ſinking Church and State, we are 
left at a loſs to diſcover. They have indeed done as much to de- 
preſs the Regal and Metropolitical Authority, and to come as near 
to Levelling and Presbyterian Notions, as ever any Convocation did 
before them. And if this be a Service to the Publick, tis an unpar- 
donable neglect if they have not procur'd the Thanks of the Publick, 
as one of them had, of the Univerſity ef Oxford: But by what kind 
of Management, this Author is very well able to inform us. 
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j | Char. L. C. The Scandalous Methods that have been taken by thisParty, 
i the Sworn Enemies-of our Conſtitution, to Bribe and Corrupr this Preſenr 
{ Election, upon which its Welfare ſo entirely Wepends, and the prevention of 
all that Train of Miſchief they have laid, is roo Open an Indication of their 
8 Deſigns, not to Alarm every Honeſt and True Engliſh-Man, to endeavour 
What lies in His Power to contribute towards the Detection of their Villany, 
ö in the Choice of ſuch Perſons, as:ſhall be ready, not only to do the Nation 
| _ Right and Juſtice in the Diſcovery of this Myſtery of Iniquity , but to bring 
the Authors of it to that Puniſhment they have ſo long deſery'd, and the Pub- 
ip lick ſo juſtly demanded. Now to keep our ſuch, Members, who in the Laſt 
Parliament honourably fignaliz'd their good Intentions in this Matter, from 
/ purſuing and accompliſhing the ſame in Thy, all the Indirect Practices have 
been taken, that either the Fear of Danger in thoſe Men, or* the Hopes of 
ſerrling and enlarging their unjuſt Power, and ill-gotten Revenues, could 
contrive or inſpire, - | | 
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Rem. That there may be Sworn Enemies to a Government, is ; 
indeed no Contradiction, ſince Men may Sear to be true to a f 
” Government, Which they are reſolv'd at the fame time to be utter. 
Enemies to; but that Men who thought their Oaths Sacred, and d 
p who made Conſcience of bejng true and faithful to that Prince, = 
| who .preſervd and ſupported" our Conſtitution, and maintain'd as 7 
z svxviolably as ever any Prince did before him, cer branch of it, that Fa 
theſe Men ſhould be traduc'd as Enemies to our Conftitttion ; is of a T 
y piece with many other famous 4(perſicns, that are caſt upon. the iy 
i * &lemoryof our late Glorious March, and His Government, Char. 
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That men who have abuſed and cheated the Publick ſhould 
be* brought to condign Puniſhment , ought to be wiſh'd by - 
every True Engliſhman ; but to rail at men in the Groſs, as Vil- 
lainous, Mercenary, Proſtitute, and Complying, without aſſigning any 
particular Inſtances, is the Practice onl of ſome men, perhaps as 
Ignorant, as they are Malicious. This Author pretends in Ge- 
neral tobe acquainted with the Iadirect Practices that have of late 
been taken, and 'tis to be hoped he will be called upon to make 
diſcoveries. How he comes to be ſo intimate to the Hopes and 
Fears of ſome men, I won't offer to gueſs: but he might know 
that others have had as Large Power, have gained as Ample Revenues, . 
and have been under as great Concern to keep them, tho I dare 
not ſay any more than I can of the former, that the one was un- 


| juſt, or the other ili-gotten. 


Char. L. C. To promote this Deſign, their Mint of Scandal has been inde- 
fatigably ply'd, and every Corner of the Kingdom filld with ſome Malicious 
Libel, as Falſe as Infamous, to traduce all rhe Honeſt and moſt conſiderable 
Part of the Nation, who having too good Eſtates ro be Brib'd, or too much 
Honour to be Corrupted, were reſolv'd to aſſert the Right and Liberty of 
their Country, againſt all the Oppreſſion, Avarice and Uſurpation of theſe 


Deſtructive Invaders. No Man's Character was ſecure from thoſe infinite 


Lies and Lampoons, which were Dealt about with no Diſtinction, unleſs 
twere to thoſe Perſons, who were the moſt unworthy Objects of their Slan- 
ders. To work whom out of that venerable Eſtimation and juſt Value which 
they had gain'd in their Countries, for the Services they had done, they were 
repreſented, as Men Diſ affected to the Government, Brib'd into the French 
Intereſt, and as Sour, Diſcontented and Malignant acobites, who were ready, 
when Occaſion offer'd itſelf, ro make good thoſe Characters in the Subver- 
ſion of the Conſtitution. Thus they caſt a Miſt upon the Eyes of the Na- 
tion, more Dextrouſly to Pick their Pockets, and made Themſelves the In- 
ſtruments of their own Ruin. | | 


Rem. That a Mint of Scandal has been indefatigably plyed, and 
every Corner of the Kingdom filled with ſome Malicious Libel, as falſe 
as infamous, 10 traguce many Honeſt and Worthy Gentlemen, zealous 
and hearty Friends 7 their Prince and Country, the juſt Cenſures 
of the Honourable Houſe of Lords upon ſome of them, is an Evi- 
dence never to be forgotten ; Eſpecially by Dr. Bincks, Dr. Drake, 
and the Author of Tem Double, tho Men of very officious. me- 
mories, and Famous for as fruitfull Inventions. No man's Charac- 
ter, not even Sacred Majeſty it ſelf was ſecure from thoſe Infinire 
Lies and Lampoons, and thoſe abuſive Verſes, which were not on- 
ly dealt about, but Publickly * printed; ſome under the 

| | name 
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name of a Publick Officer and Vice-Chancellour of a Unixerſſty, 
Who thus thinks to make his Court. "IX YR Shs: 
| Te vocat Hoſtiles "Eccleſia paſſa farores, 

Queſta din ingratos perfida Corda ſuos. 

This is a Deſign which every body ſees thro” of traducing the 
late King and Government as betraying the Church; and yet I pub- 
lickly challenge that Verſifier to ſhew any one particular Inſtance, - 
wherein His late Majeſty gave the Church of England juſt Cauſe of 
Complaint, and wherein he did not give all the Aſſiſtance, and 
perform all the Good Offices he was able, to it. 
And to blacken His Memory the more, Verſes have been made 
and ſpread about, and I believe this Author can bring us the Poet, 
in praiſe of the very Horſe that threw Him, and, as was imagin'd, 
haſtned his Death; and his beſt Friends vilified as Enemies to the 
Church, diſaffected to Her preſent Maje#y, and ſubverters of the 
Conſtitution. "IP f 


Char. L. C. But this Popular Cant being by the Providence of God blown 
over, with the Government that ſupported it; another Game muſt be Play'd, 
Her Maj eſty ſucceeding ſo opportunely to the Throne, and ſo hearrily decla. 
ring her Inclinations and Principles in Favour and Defence of the Churchzthe 
only way to prevent Her Good Defigns, was to give ſuch a Falſe and Mal- 
cious Repreſentation of its True Members, as might at the ſame time Poiſon 
the Country with wrong Notions, and make them Jealous of thoſe Perſons 
who are as well its Trueſt Ornament, as the only Support of irs Eftab- 


liſhment. 


Rem. To make His Death a delwerance, who was the Protec- 
tor of all Europe, and who preſerved us from being Slaves, and 
to thank Providence for the Mercy, is like the other juſtice done 
by ſome men to His Memory. That Her Majeſty, whom God 
long preſerve, ſucceeded fo opportunely to the Throne, when that 
Great Life was ſpent, we ought to acknowledge as a particular 
Mercy: and I doubt not, but fuch as were the heartieſt Suppor- | 
ters of His Crown and Dignity, will be as ſincere Advocates for Her 
undpubted Right, and as ready to maintain it againſt all Oppoſers : 

and however they have been miſrepreſented, and the Country p- 
ſond with Coos Nodons about them, will be found as true Or- 
naments of the Charch, as firm Aſſertors of its juſt Privileges, and 
as Reſolute Defenders of the preſent Eſtabliſument, and the Sucee- 


fon in the Proteſtant Line, as any whatſoever. Fx 
5 Char: 
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Char. L. c. This was the main End and Purport of This Pamphler here 


anſwer'd, a Paper which tis hard to judge, whether ir contains more Malice 


or Falſhood, leſs Wir or Argument. Yer ſuch as tis, ir was thought of that 
Service to the Party, that it was induſtriouſly Diſpers d throughout the whole 


Kingdom, and has met with 750 many Credulous and Injudicious People; 


who having not Reaſon ro diſcern its ill Tendency, have ſuffer'd themſelves 
to be impos'd upon with Cant and Harangue. Tho' the Defign of it was in 


general againſt the whole Body of the Church Rarty, to exclude them out of 
the preſent Election, and the Favour of their Country; yer as ſome particular 


Strokes point out their Object, ſo was it peculiarly levell'd, as a Perſonal 
Brand on that Worthy Gentleman, Sir Fohn Rackington; whole Greateſt Ene- 
my is ſuppos'd to be irs Author, and who by his High Station and Office in 
the Church, one would have thought had been oblig'd not to have caſt 
ſuch an Unchriſtian Abuſe, and ſuch a notoriouſly falſe and ſcandalous Libel 
upon ſo Eminenr a Patriot and Defender of ir. Yer he has appear'd ſo Open 
and Barefac'd in it, that this Lampoon was diſpers'd by his own Son, and 
his Officers the Apparitors, throughout the County of Worceſter, and {which 
was both a Rebuke and Contradiction to it) with the Queen's Proclamation 
againſt Immorality, to every Miniſter or Church- warden in the Dioceſe. 
How thi Honourable Gentleman came ro be Obnoxious ro ſo much Spight 
and Malice, ſhall be reveal'd in its proper Place, wherein his Tharssker is 
more immediately ſtruck at. What ſiniſter Practices have been carried on 
to keep him out of the Repreſentation of The County, to which He and his 


whole Family have been ſuch a Succeſſive Honour, is roo well known to be 


recited here. Bur however it may be obſery'd, that a certain Great Man, 
in his Viſitation at Morceſter, told his Reverend Brother, whoſe joynt Endea- 
vours in this Matter have been too apparent not to diſtinguiſh him, That tho 
the Real of the Lord of Hoſts had not Faten him up, yet it had Bit him ſore : 
Which Reflection ſome thought a little roo ſevere upon one that had done 


very well for a Prelate of his Years, who by that time He comes to his Dio- 


ceſan's Age, if he makes the like progreſs, may not only be Bit, bur like 
him Run Mad too with Prophecy and Enthuſiaſm. But to leave theſe Gentle- 
men very hot in the Election, and Tampering with their C/ergy to ſeduce 
them againſt their Promiſes, Proteſtations and Intereſt, to give their Votes to 
ſuch as they know to be the profeſſed Enemies both to their Church and Re- 
ligion, let us come to conſider Their Character, turn the Tables, and ſee how 


juſtly it may be Retorted upon them. 


Rem. The Deſign of that little Treatiſe, call d the True Character of ® 
a Church-man, ſhewing the falſe pretences to that name, which this Au- 


thor ſets all his ſtrength to confound, was only to undeceive ſuch 
as had ſuffer'd themſelves to be impoſed upon by falſe Characters, 


& Miſ-repreſentations of men; who had miſtaken them for true 
Church-men , who had no rea Claim to that name, and who had 


Renounced others as Enemies, upon falſe and malicious ſug- 
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geſtions, who had the beſt Title, and were trueſt Friends to it: 
To point out the true Marks, without artifice or diſguiſe, where. 
by a Right Judgment was to be made, and whereby men might be 
diſtinguiſht and known for Friends or Adverſaries to the Church: 
ſeparating them from their Cants and Harangues. And this was 
certainly of Great uſe, conſidering how men were mark'd out, 
laid aſide and deſpiſed as Enemies to the Conſtituted Church, who 
had always made Conſcience of appearing in defence of it. To 
have this ſpread abroad, was indeed thought for the Intereſt of the 
- Church, in General; and no one that really knew himſelf in the 
Intereſt of the Church, could be offended at it. If the Biſhop of Mor- 
ceſter, has been Inſtrumental in doing it, twas very Generous and 
very becoming that Great Character, which he has alwas main- 
tain'd in the World. This Author, as Ignorant as he is in this 
whole matter, is very poſitive that the true Character of a Church-man, 
was particularly levell'd againſt Sr. John Packingren: and that the fore- 
mention'd Learned Prelate was the Author of it: and that it was 
dong with Deſign to blaſt that Gentleman's Reputation, and pre- 
vent his being choſen to Repreſent” the County: and upon this he 
plays all his Artillery of Words, and vents his whole ſtock of 
h Scandalous little ſtories againſt his Lordſhip. If he thinks this treat- 
> ment of a Biſhop to be wit, I can only pity his underſtanding: 
N But he ought to have been pretty ſure of the Author, before he 
ly Had ſpent his ſtock of Scandal. As for his charge of malice and 
i falſhood he muſt be forc'd to take it to himſelf. His Lordſhip, I am 
= pretty well aſſur d, knew no more of the Author, than that Gen- 
h tleman; who one would have thought, conſidering his Confi- 
0 dence, could not have been miſtaken. Sr. John, if he pleaſes, 
may think himſelf conſiderable enough to be directly ſtruck at in 
that Paper; but I can venture to aſſure him, that the Excellent 
Autbor, who neither bears any relation to that Diocels, nor cal- 
clnlated his Treatiſe for any particular place, was fo far from de- 
0 ſigning him, that he does not ſo much as know him, that he had 
„ him not fo much as in his thoughts while he was writing, that 
he is a ſtranger to his Character, and he thinks it ſo little Material 
to enquire into it, that he is well enough contented. to take for 
ranted ud at this Author ſays in his behalf. And if I am not much 
Jeceir d, as he deſires not to be a Biſhop, ſo he will never for his 
own ſake make Intereſt againſt a Tranſlaticu Bill. What Oppoſition 
the 'Biſhop of . made to Sr. J. P. I believe he is able to anſwer for: 


but 
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but that he did it for the ſake of profeſſed Enemies, both of their 
Cburch and Religion, is a Scandal but one way to be anſwer d. There 
have been other Biſhops that are ſaid to have uſed their Intereſt 

in relation to Elections, as much as the Biſhop of V. and have proved 
more ſuccefsfull in their Endeavours, and I hope to the no ſmall 
ſatisfaction of ſome of Sr. Fobn Packington's Friends. _ 


Char. L. C. And now a Man cannot but wonder at the ſtrange Impu- 
dence of this Author, who in the very, beginning, enters upon an Invective 
againſt that · Practice which this very Paper is ſo notorious: an Inftance and 
Example of. But always the Cant of a Whore is upon Chaſtity and Mode- 
ſy, more effectually ro Blind and Catch her Cuy. Here we are told of the 
Power and Miſchief of Party Names that are fo apt to deceive Us into falſe Opi- 
nions of Men, when they are either ignorantly or defignedly apply'd to wrong Per- 
ſons, and what controlling Influence they have had in publick Elections. To what 
Party of People this vile Practice juſtly belongs, let the World Judge, 
and the Sufferings of this Nation decide. Bur one would have little ex- 

cted to find the Character of a Church-Man rank'd among theſe odious 
and diſtinguiſhing Appellations; and repreſented by any One pretending to 
bear it, as only a Party-Name, as an infidions Sound, and enſnaring Title; 
that. carried nothing in ir but Atheiſm and Inſdelity, Hypocriſy and Malice, 
Vice and Irreligion, Sedition, Diſloyalty and Rebellion, Diſſention and Super- 
flition, and, in a Word, Republicaniſm and Fanaticiſm. A Man that under- 
ſtands the Senſe of the Word, and knows the Perſons it has been always 
juſtly apply'd to, by the univerſal Conſent of the Nation; cannot but won- 
der how any One could be ſo Ignorant as to Appropriate it, or ſo Villanous 
as to Deſigu to Couch ſuch a vile hea p of Inconſiſtencies, under a Term that 
is a profels d Contradiction to every One of em. But this Author's Nit and 
Reaſon are both of a Piece, and his Logick and Prophecy equally Infallible. 
He ought to have conſider'd this to be a very High Charge, and Hainous Ac- WW 
cuſation, and to have been well aſſur d both of the Perſon and Character, be- 
fore he preſum'd to fix this Odious Imputation upon either. Eſpecially ſince 
he tells us, Thar tis ſufficrent to unqualify any Man to ſerve God, his King, or 
hu Country in Church and State, or to bear any Publick Office or Truſt in either. 
Here ry rhe Deſign is laid Open, and this Brand and Mark fer upon ſome 


Men to Exclude em our of that Government, which this Party has-fo baſelx ! 


Uſurp'd and Abus d; and which they know others of true Principles, that 
have either a Real Love for their Church or Country, wou'd endeavour to 


Redreſs and Relieve. Which is one of the greateſt Objections He has a- b 


gainſt this Honourable Gentleman, Sir John Packingron. More effectuallß 
to Expoſe theſe. Perſons to the Ill-Will and Malice of the Multitude, they are 
ſtigmatiz d with the diſtinguiſhing Character of High Church-Men, and ſer BB 
our as the Object of all the Inſolence and Affront that Malice, join'd with B 
Power, cou'd paſs upon them. Whilſt they Sancti and Confecrate thoſe of 
the Different Principle, wich the Faſhionable and Endearing Name of | Low: 
| | __ Church-Men,, 
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Church. Men, endeavoniting by che Abuſe of rhe Name, utterly to Subvert 
and Extirpate the Thing it ſelf. For whilſt the Church is thus Divided 
gainſt it ſelf, and the World Imposd upon with wrong and ſcandalous 
Notions of it, it is impoſſible that either its Religion or Conſtitution ſhould 
be kept up from falling, when thoſe that are its Supports prove ent 


P 
- 


Traitors and Underminers. 


Rem. The Character of Ipudent upon a Biſhop (for he is 
all along ſuppoſed to be the Author) is not what is very uſual.: 
and I am ſure thoſe he calls Low-Church, have learn'd a little better 
manners. However it is notorious that falſe names have been fixt 

upon men, and men have been declared Enemies to the Church in 
Elections, only upon the account of giving their Votes. And 
many very worthy Gentlemen, true Friends of their Church and 
Country, have been prevented from the ſervice they defir'd to do 
for both, by being thus unworthily and falſly ſtigmatized. What 
have been the Reproachfull Names thrown upon almoſt the whole 
Bench of Biſhops, but thoſe of Fanaticks and Presbyterians ? this has 
been the common Cant of ſome men, particularly in Oxford, and 
what was taught many «young Gentlemen, as ſoon as they game 
within ſome walls there. It is viſible enough what Influence thoſe 
odious Characters have had, and how much thoſe that have not 
[| enquird into the Reaſons and Grounds of thoſe Defamaticns, have 
been deceiv'd into falſe Opinions of men. And therefore twas 
time for thoſe who were thus abuſed, to examine upon what 
|  pretences ſome men arrogated that name particularly to them- 
6 ſelves, and for what Grounds They were Excluded from having a- 
ny juſt Title to it: And to offer it to the World to Judge, whe- 
ther they were not unjuſtly accuſed ; by ſhewing what was the 
vil true an diſtinguiſhable CharaFeriſtick of a Church-man. And that 
this Appellation has been ſufficiently made uſe of without any o- 
bl | 7 
ther reaſon, than to carry on a Cauſe, and to make ſome men odi- 
dus that oppoſed their meaſures, there may Inſtances Enough 
be given, if it was material to heap that dirty ſtuff together which 
has been thrown upon ſome very deſerving men; and how 
much that Method has been practis d, every body knows that is 
$ acquainted with ſome late Conteſts in Oxford'; and to whom theſe 
practices of defaming, and ranging men into Secs and Parties 
are to be aſcrib'd. | 
But one would think ſuch eſpecially, might fairly have excuſed 


y themſelves from fixing unjuſt Characters on others, and aſſuming 
1 5 very 
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very high ones to themſelves, whoſe Practice in King Tamer Af 


time in admitting a certain Dean, if it was laid open to Publick 


view, might make them aſhamed of computing their paſt notions 


with their preſeat loud pretences to. the Church ; and let the World 


ſze the difference of defending or forſaking the Church in peril- - | 


lous times,* when a proper Judgment may be made of a mans ſin- 
cerity. It is well known that ſome who hazarded their Lives and 
Fortunes in Defence of the Church, when ſhe was in danger, have 
had the Misfortune of being almoſt ever ſince Branded as Fana- 
ticks and Enemies to it; while others that either durſt not, or 


would not appear in the ſaving of it, or elſe were very Comply- - 


ing towards thoſe that were in deſigns to deſtroy it, have had 
the Good Luck to be termed the Supports and Ornaments of it. 

One would indeed hare little expected that the Name of Church 
ſhould ever have been appropgiated to,men who have been cold 
Advocates for it, to have it applied to ſerve bad Ends; and that 
men of Atbeiſtical Principles, and that were openly Vitious and 


Debauched , ſhould ever be ſufferd to ſhelter themſelves under 


that Appellation. And tho Vice and Irreligion are a Contradiction 


to that Name, yet tis verily believ'd, that men who could make 


no boaſt of their Morals, have tarried their Cauſe, by making 
very large Pretences of their ſteadineſs to the Church: and others 
have been cenſur d as Unqualifi d to ſerve their Prince and Coun- 
try , by having the Imputation of Faxaticiſm and Low-Church fixt 


upon them. Whether all thoſe chat have the Character of High- i 


Church-men, think themſelves ſtigmatiz d, or not, tis matter 
Fact, that ſome men have been very fond of diſtinguiſhing 
themſelves, and have ferved their Ends by it. And others have 
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been fo far from dividing by the Name of Low-Church, that they 1 


know it to be only an Artifice of their Enemies to caſt it upon 
them. And whether thoſe who are diſaffected to the Government, 


or Brib d into a Fench Intereſh, joyn d in conſecrating the Name; f 


tis Notorious that all the Papifts, all Diſcontented and Malignant F 


42 — 
cobites, are profeſſed Enemies to thoſe ſo diſtinguiſhed ; have uſed 


all their Strength, and united all their Forces to cruſh and con- 


found them. And when they bring in their Aſſiſtance to 


the Supports of the Church, and when tis not only accepted, | 


_—— we have Reaſon to apprehend the Underminers are 


Char, 
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Chöbar. L. c. To undeceive thoſe who have been miſ- led in this Matter. 
and to Vindicate the Church and its True Sons from this unreaſonable Ca- 
lumny, let us ſee which fide can /ay the faireſt Claim to her Character, which \ - 
has the cleartſt Right to it, can beſt Anſwer, and moſt Honour that Name. To © 
follow the Method our Auther has preſcrib'd, we will put the Iſſue of the 
Tryal onsthe Examination of theſe Six Heads. 1. As to Faith and Princi- 
\ ples. 2. As to the Communion of the Church. 3. As to Life and Conver- 
fation. 4. As ro Loyalty and Obedience to the Civil Gofernment. 5. Ag 
ro Conformiry to the Ecclefiaſtical Government and 4 ta 6. As to 
Steadineſs and Uniformity in all Times, Governments and Circumſtances. , 


* 


Rem. To undeceive thoſe that were miſled by the Name of Church, 
and the falſe Application of that Name, and to diſtinguiſh its 
Real from its Pretended Friends, was the Excellent Deſign of the 
forementioned little Treatiſe; and whether that Deſign was an- 
ſwer'd, will beſt appear, by re-examining the Marks there fixt 
upon, whereby to Judge who have the faireſt Claim to that Ho- 
nourable Character. 


Char. L. C. And Firſt, as to Faith and Principles. Here we meet with a 
mighty Diſcovery , that a True Church Man ought to be à Chriſtian. As if 
*£were poſſible to ſeparate thoſe Terms, and it was not as much Senſe to af- 
firm a Man might 5 a Chriſtian and of no Church, as that he can be a 
Church- Man, and not profeſs the Principles of Chriſtianity, We muſt cer- 
rainly expect wonderful Demonſtrations to follow, when ſuch Oracular Sen- 
rences lead the way. Bur Error is of that fruitful Nature, that having com- 

mitted one Blunder, he cou'd not chuſe but make another Bull, to keep it in 
Countenance. We are therefore told upon his Diviſion of the Church, that 
the other Part of it conſiſts of Atheiſts and Infidels, which beſides the uncha- 
ritable and unjuſtifiable Suppoſition, were it True, makes them no longer 
2ð Part or Branch of the Church: So that here is a Diviſion into One. This 
paiece of Spiritual Pride of Diſtinguiſhing Men by their Sanctity, and caſt- 
ing Villanous Names upon others under the Phariſaical pretence and Form 
Tha of Godlineſs, is one of thoſe Pious Doctrins and Policies the Tow Church- 
. Party have learn'd of their dear Friends and Brethren, the Fanatichs ; and to 
make them all of a Piece, and as agreeable in their Language as they are in 
their Practice, we find em here borrowing their old Cant, and reviling their 
Neighbours in the ſolemn Dialect of XLI. that they are the Synagogue of 
Satan, and no Great Believers in God, and Feſus Chriſt ; that they are Blaſphe- 
ners and Ridiculers of the Scripture, &c. Certainly the Church of England 
never taught her Sons to uſe this Unmannerly and Reproachful Stile, in 
which they as much ſhew their Breeding, as their Senſe and Religion. 


Rem. And 1ſt. Tis obſerv'd that a True Church-man ought to he 4 
Chriſtian. And this Obſervation is neither unjuſt, nor 1 ; 
JINCE 
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once tis verily believ d, that men who have ridicułd anddeſpisd 
all Religion, have yet upon ſome occaſions, thought it adviſe- 
able, to pretend to be Churchmen ; and others not inquiſitive into 
the reality of things, have been deceiv'd by ſuch, Pretences. If - 


Men may appear. what they really are not, ſome that put on an 


appearance of being for the Church, may be Atheiſts.and Infidels'; 
— tho' Men are — to be diſtingygſh'd y their outward taken 4 
yet tis no*Fanatical Cant to ſay, that their open Impiety, and Ir- « 
religious Treatment of all Revelation, is a very good Reaſon why 
they ſhould not be called Churchmen : nor is it any Soleciſm in Lan- 
guage or Breeding, to ſay that Atheiſts and Infidels belong to as 
Church, but the Synagogue of Satan; and that it is too Evident, that 
many who would be thought great Church of England Men, are no great 
= Believers : Men who are ſufficiently known, in their Private Converſa- 
ſation, and ſometimes too Publickly, to ridicule all Religion, and the Holy _ 
Scriptures, and little leſs than Blaſpheme God and our Saviour Chriſt. If 
there are Men in the World whoſe Practice runs Counter to their 


Profeſſion for the Intereſt. of the Church, it is indeed very obli- 


ging, and a great ſign of Breeding, of true Senſe and Religion to 
careſs them as Friends to it; and if a High Pretender to the Church 
ſhould Blaſpheme and Ridicule the Scriptures, it would be unman- 


nerly, it would be borrowing the Old Cant, and folemn Dialect of 
41. to ſtile them other then High-Church-men. Indeed it was pro- 
per for this Author to pretend to a Polite Style, and to be an Exact 
Maſter of Ceremony, while he is Pleading for a Gentiler uſage of 
ſuch Men, for he has as good 
calFd Church-Men. X 


Char. L. C. But to enter into the Merits of the Cauſe, and to ſee where this 


Character is to be plac d. Ir may not only be affirm'd, That thoſe that call 
themſelves Low Churchmen, are nor, but that by their very Principles they are 


obliged Nor to be Chriſtians. For a Man that is of no Religion, can never 


pretend to that Name. And he that is of all Religions, is really of no Religion. 


Now to Cloak this Impiery, They Stile themſelves, in Indefinite Terms, 


Proteſtants at Large, that is, of all Religions, beſides the Popzſh, which they 


will not allow ro be ſuch; and fo by an Univerſal Latitude, Comprehenſion 


and Indifference to every Sect and Party, but that of the True Eſtabliſpd 
Church, they run into the common Herd, and are Deiſts, Socinians, Qua- 


lers, Anabaprtiſts, or Independents, Turks or Fews, upon occaſion, take all 
to be my Orthodox, as it ſuits beſt with their Intereſt ; and eſpouſe the 
Principles of any, that are moſt likely to be ſerviceable to their Secular 


Deſigns. To carry on which, they can 13 Nine and Thirty Senſes to every - 


. -one 


> fo 


a Claim to that, as They have to be 
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dne of the Nine and Thirty Articles, and yer all equally True and Con- 
ſiſtent ; and tho' never ſo Deſtructive and Repugnant to each other, yet 
ey cani Subſcribe em, all with a. Comprebenſive Faith, and General Be. 
ref, as ſo many fundamental Tenets, and. amicable Opinions. With 
what Impudence can theſe Men call this Medly of *Contraditt#ion the Faith 
and Doctrin of the Church of England, or pretend to. be Partakers in that 
ſacred Depoſitum, which they ſo manifeſtly endeavour to Deſtroy and Anni. 
hilate ? With what Conſcience cn they fall foul on others as Moderare 
» Believcrs, who have not the leaſt Shadow of any Belief? Were the High 

hurch-Party, ſuch as they repreſent, yet even in this Allowance they muſt. 
grant them the Superioriry and Preference. A 


Rem. And now to keep up the Decorum, he is for ſhewing the 
Low Church Men in their. own proper Colours, andwhich if we may 
believe him, They allow to be Theirs. He is ſure their avowed Prin- 
ciples are to be of »o Religion, becauſe they are of all, except the Po- 
piſh : that they ſtyle themſelves Proteſtants at large; that they profeſs 
univerſal Latitude, Comprehenſion, and Indifference, and can be Fews', 
Turks, er any thing to ſerve a Turn. And all this is Evident from the 
Expoſition given ofthe 39 Articles, which upon his little reading he. 
has found, to allow as many ſenſes to every one of them:: and that the 
Author owns they are to be be ſubſcribed. only as Amicable Opini- 
ons. I will not refort the Name of Impudence, — the Gentle- 
man is very forward of appropriating it to Biſhops ; but why he. 
ſhould chuſe to expoſe his Ignorance in this-Inſtance, I can't ima-. 
gine, unleſs he thinks to get a Weſtern Dignity, by an abuſive heap: 
of ſtu, without any manner of of Truth ro ſupport it. That the 
Great and Learned Author of that Excellent Expoſition, does not think 
the 4r:icle; to be only Amicable Opinions, or Articles of Peace, is viſi- 
ble to every one that has but read ſo much as the Preface, and he 
fixes no other ſenſe upon any one of them, but whathe thinks the 
Scriptures will juſtifie him in; and if this Author pleaſes to ſet 
himſelf to Work, or call in the Aſſiſtance of any of his Friends of 
the Lower Heuſe of Convocation, with their Learning and Penetration, to 
diſcover any Dodtrines eſtabliſh'd in that Work repugnant to Holy 
Writ, or the Current ſenſe of Antiquity, or that. Allowances are 
there made for Latitudinarians, to ſubſcribe them in their own ſenſe 
whether warranted by Scripture or not, his Exceptions may be. 
thought worth conſidering. The ſhort Remarks which his Lordſhip 
has made made upon two Long winded Railers, may fatisfie all Im- 
partial Readers, that he has Trutb enopgh to defend him. Who 
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can with patience bearthe ſight of a vaſt Conſumption of Paper 
ly pan engl Accufations, Unjuſt Revilings, and Notorious N 


7 
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repreſentations of * 2 One would think ſuch Men were re- 


p to follow the track beaten out fot᷑ them by one 


ſolved in every ite 
that is Magni d, * es f TIC 
Party z who notwithſtanding a Notorious Black Scandal he had caft 
upon a late Great Miniſter 7 State, and which was prov'd to be ſuch, 


under the Hands of a Publick Notary, beſides other Evidences to 5 


confute it, ſtill perſiſted in repeating it, without any Apology, or 
without any ſigns of Shame or Remorſe. Da men think to be be- 
liev'd by their pretending to Conſcience and Integrity, and b 

calling God to witneſs that they are ſincere, when they are obſti- 


nate in Publiſhing what they knew to be falſe, in maintaining 


their Groſs Slanders at any rate, and in reſolving to uphold a Bf 
ficd Cauſe, tho'-atthe Expence of falſifying a Thouſand Matters 
of Fact? e 4 EEG. r 


Char. L. C. Who can with Patience hear ſuch Ambidexters object the R- 
aiculing of Religion and Scriptures, and Blaſpheming God, who ſo openly de- 
rive a Contempt, Mock and Affront upon em All, and Eftabliſh nothing by 
their ſordid Compliance, bur Arheiſm and Infidelity in the World? 1 
any one believe the Word of God, that thus Diſtorts and Wrefts it to any 
Meaning, and makes it ſpeak | 
tenance 4 ſecular Defign ? Thar can Juſtify the Revolution out of the Apo: 
calypſe, and maintain Rebellion out of the 13th of the Remans 2 Reſolve Mo- 
narchy into Popular Power, and Epiſcopacy into Presbytery, out of Timothy and 
Titus ? Theſe Men uſe the Scriptures as an Orvietan to all their Poiſons, to 


expel their Malignancy to make em go down, and pals pl ibly off, without | 


Danger or Injury. But to make this Matter clear, we will Sum up the Arti- 
cles of a Low Church- Mans Creed. Tho' we muſt intreat the Reader to be 
content with a Negative Deſcription of it, for he has no poſitive ſtanding 
Rule of Faith. 8 
8 * : ES 
Rem. Who are they that have been Ambidexters for many years, 


who have ſo 6penly deriv'd a Contempt mock and affrone upon 


Complygnce eſtabliſn d Atheiſin and Infidelity in the World ) who 
have wreſted and diſtorted words to any meaning, to keep theit 
Poſts and countenance their Secular Deſigns ; but ſuch as made it 


Oaths and every thifig that is Sacred, and have by their ſordid 


their Buſineſs to abuſe and revile a Prince they had /worn to, almoſt _ 
as ſoon as they had ſwallow'd' the-Oaths, and who as ſoon as he was 


laid in his Grave, wiſh'd that his Memory migbr Rot? I Gan tell this 
: C 2 | Author 


or that Magnifies himſelf, as almoſt the Head of a 
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what Senſe he pleaſes, to Authorize and Coun- 
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Autlior of ſome Men; who have ſignaliz'd themſelves by ſuch a ge 
bavieur. And are we not come to a fine paſs, when the Rewojy- 
tion muſt be brought in as Rebellion ; and Men that have been di- 
rectly ſtriking at Epiſcopacy, are found decrying their Oppoſers as 

Aſſertors of Presbytery ? Who can ſalve their Conſciences out of 


* Scripture, to ſerve their Turn; and when that Turn is over, can re. 
turn to their Old, Servile Interpretation of it. What the Creed of 
ſuch Men is, I leave to themſelves to confider ; for I know not 
whether tis capable of any deſcription. , 1 $55 
And now this Author havin made up a Monſter,brings him out 
to Baiting. Like the Old Perſecutors, who were wont to dreſs up 
the firſt Chriſtians in the skins of wild beaſts, and then ſet the Dog: 
to worry them. Whether or no the ſame Deſign is again on Foot, 
the Spirit of ſome Mens looks very like it. | N 


Char. L. C. He believes very little or no Revelation, and had rather tay bi 
Faith von the ſubſtantial Evidences of his own Reaſon, than the precarious Au- 
thority of Divine Teſtimony. So that if he does ſuppoſe the being of a God, 4 
For the Nature of Jeſus Chriſt, he is not concern'd about his Diviffity , whether 
hx Union is Hypoſtarical or Accidental, being an utter Enemy to hard Terms 
im Religion. Aud therefore the Scholaſtick Jargon of the Trinity will ill ſuit 
with one of ſo polite a Genius, ſo that he had rather be a Deiſt, Socinian or 
Neſtorian, than to Affront his own Underſtanding with believing what j I1.com- 
prehenfible, or be ſo rude, as to obtrude on others what he cannot himſelf Explain, 
He thinks the Articles of the Church, too Stiff, Formal, and Strait-lac'd a Rule 
zo confine his Faith in, and Complements em out of thein, Rigour and Se- 
verity. He,ſits looſe to all Opinions, can embrace thoſe of every Sect, and j to 
good Natur deo Proſecute any one for Hereſy or Schiſm. He'looks upon the Cen- 
ſuring Atheiſm, Infidelity or Falſe Doctrin, & 4 Dogmarical pipe 1 4 
an Intruſion of breaking in upon that Human Liberty which he ſets up asthe 
Meafure and Extent of his Belief. He makes the moſt he can of this World, 
being not over Confident” of any other. However, he hopes God will be better 
than his Word, and not ſo Cruel as to puniſh þim with Everlaſting Torments 
for a ſhort and Temporary, Enjoyment. So when he comes to Dye, he does not 
trouble himſelf about Confeflion, Repentance or Sacraments, thoſe Formal Or- 
dinances made to quiet Timorous- and Scrupulous Conſciences „ but concludes 4 
Spiritual Guide zs of no uſe to one who is going to take à Leap in the Dark. 
God deliver us from ſuch Church-Men, and the Church from the Scandal of 
ſuch Pretenders. * | | We. 


R. As for my Creed, I muſt:confeſs,] believe no Revelation,but what by 

the ſubſtantial Evidences of . Reaſon, I can provug to be ſuch. I belieue 4 

God that is witneſs to all the Oaths I take, and to all the Actions I —_ 
| 75 
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1 will never Expreſs*my Belief in bar Terms, eſpecially among people that 
don't pag au han where Eaſier will equally Expreſs. it, I believe 


| the Trinity. to be more than Three Modes, or Three Relations, and 1 am 


very ſure that the Scripture declares every one of the Three to be truly or we- 


rily God, and yet 1 acknowledge there is but one God: nor will I offer to 


Explain to others, what 1 don't underſtand my ſelf. T [Wſcribe and 


ive 
my uinfeigned aſſent to the Articles of the Church, in ſuch a ſenſe "I as: 
the Scriptures will juſtiſie me in; and if I think the Scriptures moſt favour. | 
the Arminian Tenets, as they are called, I am ſure Ican't honeſtly aſſent to 
them in a Calviniſtical ſenſe. As for Hereſy and Schiſm, I will never. 


proſecute either, unleſs I can legally doit; and I will never ſet up for 4 
Fudge, till] am lawfully Empower d. I will never allow, an Atheiſt or 
an Infidel can be a Church-man, tho I ſhould be cenſur d as breaking in upon 


the Laws of Good Manners, for denying him tbar Privilege. I ſhall ahvay. 
be ſo far an Aſſertor of Human Liberty, as to be an Enemy to all ſlaviſh and 


rm yang Principles; And tho there was no Life hereafter, I would be 


bade my je ſmeerely and uniformly in this. And as I believe Eternal Tor- 


ments, and am ſurethatthe Scripture has declared they ſhall be Eternal, ſo. 
I will not aſſert thaſthey believed otherwiſe, who would not be poſi- 


tive, that God could not in Fuſtice ſhorten the duration of them , when. - 


at the ſame time they argued , that we have Reaſon ſufficient to ex-- 
pect that they ſhall be Eternal. And when I come to die „I hope 

I ſhall not hade the work of Repentance to do; for if I hape put off the ne 
ceſſary Duties of: Religion till that time, I am afraid notwithſtanding all. 


my Spiritual Guides may offer to the quieting my Conſcience, Tſhall-be going 


to take a Leap into the Dark. This is all the Creed-making I ſhall pre- 
tend to: and how this Author comes to have fo large Con 


ſion to make Creed for others, I can't imagine, unleſs from.a Li- 


- 
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cenſer of diſcourſes that underſtands them juſt as much as Himſelf. 


Char. L. C. The Second Criterion alledg'd, whereby we are to diſcern the 
Character of a True Church- Man, is by his Communion with the Church 5 Which 
Communion is here ſtared on a-bare naked Communicating only in Religious 
Offices, Prayers and Sacraments. Bur if this is alone ſafficient ro entitle Men 
to this Sacred Character, certainly Owen, Bates and Baxter, were as good- 
Church-Men as our Author, who knows' in particular, that one of em re- 
ceiy'd the Sacrament in a Church in London Sitting, from the Hands of one of 
his Dear Friends. It is well known how great | Patrons and Advocates they 
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believe hat Feſm Chriſt is God of the feme ſubſtance with the Father ;\ and 


were of this Principle of the Low Church, in allowing occaſional Communion, 


the moſt pernicious and Deſttuctiye Principle that ever the Church 1 = 
| | e ſuffer d! 
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fſiufſerd under, and the greateſt Cloak for Spiritual Hypocriſy, for a Redfeſk 
whereof ſhe has long made her Complaint in vain to the Ro Power, and the 


Aſſembly of the Nation. 


a 


Neem. The 2d. Criterion this Author pretends to conſider, he is 


miſtaken in throughout, whether deſignedly or ignorantly, is not 


worth examining. There is no ſuch thing in that Paper as own- 


ing Occaſional Communion to be ſufficient to denominate a Churcb- 
man. But it argues very well, that they who never Communicate 


with us, cannot be called Churcb-men. Nor do I know any of thoſe 
he calls Low Churchto be Patrons of Occaſional Communion ; any fur- 


ther than in pleading the unlawfulneſs of Separation againſt thoſe, 
who hold the Lawfulneſs of Otcaſromal Communion with us. And it 
is well known that this Argument has been preſs d very home, and 


_ urged very Succeſsfully, by ſome Learned Men of that fide, as they 


are diſtinguiſhed, againſt the Diſſenters. And whenever a redreſs 
is made of the abuts of Occaſional Communion, J am pretty Confi- 
dent, that the Author of that Paper will not complain, that tis 
done .too ſoon. I know of none that call themſelves Church-men 
that will allow of ſitting Communicants, or that give the Sacrament 
R in that Poſture, that are able to put themſelves into any 
Other. - | SER | 


Char. L. C. This is that which Blinds her Eyes, that ſhe cannot diſcern her 
Enemles from her Friends; that ſhe often takes thoſe ro be ſuch, who make 
no other Uſe of her Offices and Favours, m_ ro Qualify themſelves more 
ſecretly and effectually ro Undermine her. 
low Her Sacraments, with as much, eaſe as formerly they did the Covenant, 


And take an Oath from her, more Religiouſly ro be againſt Her. 


R. Theamily wiſh there were no ſuch Menthat are fo far forblind- 
ing the Eyes of the Church, that She cannot diſcern her Friends from 
her Enemies, who often make uſe of her Name only to Advance 
themſelves. Who perhaps upon a good Occaſion can ſwallow her 
Sacraments with as much Eaſe as they could the Oatbs to their late 
Adnjeſties, more Religiou 


to be againſt them. I hope for the future, 
Double Dealing in Church mem will for ever be à Centradiction. And 
chat we ſhall hear no more of ſuch kind of Epigrams ; 8 


Si Fronts ſit nulla fides, ut carmina dicunt ; 


An Tibi Bifronti, Jane, fit ulla fides? 


Abe 


ho, upon occaſion, can ſwal- 
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Indeed I think this Wit ought tobe forgot, conſidering the Far= 
ly Aſſociation ſome Men engaged in for the Prince of Orange before 
K. James Had left the Kingdom. And certainly nothing is mate 


Ingenuous than for Men to confeſs by: ſo. ready a Complyance,that- 


they have been led into Miſtakes. 


„ * 


Cbar. L. C. A Church Fanatick is no Contradiction in Practice and Expe- 
rience, whatever it may be in Terms. Neither is it any ſtrange News to meet 
with theſe Church-goers, as they are called, who ſhall conſtantly frequent het 
Communion, and yet keep a, Presbyrerian Chaglain in their Houſes, co Debauch  -M 
their Families with their Extemporary Cant, and at the Hearing whereof 
ſome of thi Author's great Friends have patiently attended, notwithſtanding 
their Obligations to aſſert the Common-Prayer. So that tis not in the leaſt 
impoſſible but that any Man may thus openly pretend a great outward Zeal 
and Affection for the True Eftabliſh'd Worſhip of the Church of England, and 
be notwithſtanding privately as great Friends and Promoters of iel. 
of the Conventicle. | : FG 3 


1 


n 
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R. I know no Body that allows them the Character of Church-men,. . 
that keep Presbyterian 3 in their Families. Nor on the other 
ſide do I think that to be a Blemiſh to any man's. Character, if 
when he is ſurpriz d into the hearing of an Extemporary Prayer, he 
will not be ſo rude to fly the Room, and diſturb the whole Family. 

J won't ſtay to ſhew how Disingenuous and Ungrateful this be 0 
has been in this Inſtance, and how falfly he has repreſented Both 
it, and a Great Man, whom' he knows in hi? Conſcience'thro' all 
the Actions of his Life, to have Expreſs'd an undaunted Zeal, and 
Hearty Affection for the true Eſtabliſh'd Worſhip of the Church of 
Eng land. a | i * 


Char. L. C. There's no knowing Men's Principles but by their, Practice; 
and if their Pretended Principles, and real Practices thwart and interfere; we 
are to judge the Man by the Evidence of the one, and not by the Profeſſion 
of the other. There is therefore ſomething more Eſſential to Entitle' a Man 
to the Character of a True Church-Man, than barely Communicating in its 
Offices, which the moſt rigid of the Fanaticks will allow, namely an hearty 
promotion of its true Intereſts, a ſteady adherence to its Eſtabliſhment, 'a* 
ſtrict defence of its Doctrine and Diſcipline, an Obſervance of its Rules, an 
Open and a publick Appcargpee for its Rights and Privileges, for its Honour. 
and Service, whenever they lye at Stake, or are call'd in Queſtion. On the 
contrary, how cautious are theſe Low Church-Men, in declaring openly their 
Opinions in irs Fayour ?. 8 0 | 1 
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| Rem: I think it very proper that Men's Principles and Zeal for the = 
Church ſhould be tryed by their Pr.-#ices: but I fear this Author will 
not put the Matter upon this Hue in the next Criterion. Barely 
Communicating in its Offices is not indeed Eſſential to entitle a min 
to the Character. I ſhall readily grant that a hearty Promotion of its 
true Intereſts, a Steady adherence to its Eſtabliſhment, a Frict Defence of 
- its Doctrines and Diſcipline, an Obſervance of its Rules, an Open and a 
 _Publick Appearance for its Rights and Privileges, for its Honour and Ser- 
vice, whenever they lye at Stake, or are call d in Queſtion, are very proper 
and diſtinguiſhing Marks whereby to judge of a Church-man. But then! 
| __ frequenting its Prayers won't be Excluded from being a ne- 
ceſſar/ Qualiſicaticen. For. I have heard of ſome Men whom a ſmall ME 
Indiſpoſition would detainfrom the PubJick Prayers for ſome Months 
together, tho they were all that time within a very few paces of a 
Catbedral, whom it would not prevent from going Forty. or Fifty Miles, 
to aſſiſt a Party Friend with their Vote and Intereſt. ] doubt not but 
this Author if he was to draw up a Catalogue of Church-men, would 
Exclude ſuch as theſe from the Number: notwithſtanding their 
Cry for the Church has been as Loud gs any Men's in the Nation. 


- 5 
Char. L. C. How will they Shuffle about, and Guard themſelves with Ex- 
cuſes, when its Intereſt comes in Competition with their Own, or any ways 
Expoſes them to Danger? Is there any of em that will Stick by her in a 
Plunge and Diſtreſs? In this alone they are the true Diſciples of Chriſt, 
when their Lord and Maſter comes to try their Faith and Truſt, they never 
fail to Forſake him and fly. Have they not always join'd our Enemies, when 
any Vote that concern'd Us, or the Publick Welfare of the Church or Nation 
14 was to paſs? Were they not, even the Greateſt among em, under the pre- 
1 rence of being for the Government, Induſtrious to ſubvert our Conſtitution, 
and for the Church, to overthrow its Eſtabliſhment ? © Let their Principles be 
what they will, Intereſt alone is that they Act upon, which will make 'em 
Trim, and Comply with any Party, look one way and Row another, proteſt 
for the Communion of the Church, and Betray ir, whenever they can do it 
with Safety and Advantage. And yet theſe Religious Double-Dealers, in our 
Author's Opinion, are as Stanch Church-Men as himſelf, and may perhaps 
as juſtly lay Claim to the Character. Who here under a Pretence of In- 
veighing againſt a Man of no Religion, has ſo cunningly manag'd his Point, 
as if he infinuared, that a Church-Man might Comply with any, and If the 
Communicating. with Diſſenters, can give any Men the Title of Church Men, 
J own they have the beſt Claim to ir, of any under Heaven: And I think - 
"tis a Queſtion of no great Difficulty to be Decided, whether One had not as 
well profeſs no Religion, as eſpouſe one Notoriouſly Falſe, made up of Incon- 
ſiſtencies and Self- Contradictions, of Superſtition, Hereſy, and Enthuſiaſm. 
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Church, but moſt of irs Efſential Doctrins and Sacraments, which are ir ſeems, 
Things indifferent in their Nature, to be comply'd with, or rejected at Pleaſure. 
But before I diſmiſs this Paragraph, which is very full of kind Innuendo's to 


the Diſſenters, and their Nearneſs to the Church of England, which they would 
make much nearer, it may not be amiſs ro Obſerve another pernicious Mi- 


ſtake, wherein the Diviſion of the Church-Members is branch'd our into Men 
rofeſſing ſome Religion, and Men profeſſing none, as tho ſome Atheiſts were 


Mer of Religion, and he Intimates who they are, viz. Such as don't pretend 


to be Church-men, but go often to Church or Conventicle (here inſinuated if 


not allow'd) with ſome Signs of Devotion. Theſe ir ſeems are Friends, and 
muſt be ſpar'd, for it's well known how Serviceable they have been to this 
profligate Party, which conſiſts of ſuch a Majority of 'em, that their Intereſt 


and Character is chiefly if not wholly ſupported by Them. 


I ſuppoſe this Gentleman did not well conſider, who they were 


that ſhuffled about, when their ſtanding by the Rules of the Church, 


would have expoſed them to Danger, or who they were that re- 
fus'd to Srick by her in a Plunge or Diſtreſs, or who they were, when 
the Taxes were propos'd to be taken off from the yl Clergy, that 


did not appear in their behalf, when he Excludes all ſuch from 
being of the Church Party. I can name him ſome Men that acted 
the reverſe of all this, and that both propos'd and deſign'd great 
Advantages to the Church, and never forſook her, or abſconded 
when her Intereſt was depending, who are yet in ſome Mens 
Mouths only Fanaticks, tho' they never Communicated with Diſſenters 
of any ſort. I won't ſay, that ſome Men that writ Panegyricks 
upon Oliver, that compar'd him to Maſes, and his Son to Foſhua, 
and that Joyn'd briskly with ſome of the Meaſures that were taken 


in a Popiſh Reign, as were verily believ'd to Subvert the Church of 
England, are yet celebrated, as great Patrons of it; but I will ven- 
| ture to ſay, that ſome have been branded for Presbyterians, with- 


out any other reaſon to be urged againſt them, than that they 
were Hearty.Lovers of King William, and were for paying all due 
Reſpes and Honours to his Memory. I hope I ſhall never Eſpouſe 
any Presbyterian Notion or Principles ; yetIdon't think it either pro- 


per or charitable to ſay, That their Religion is Nororiouſly Falſe, 
made up of Inconſiſtencies, and Self-Contradictions of Superſtition, Hereſy 
and Enthuſiaſm ; becauſe I am told , it is the Chriſtian Religion 


they*profeſs ; and if they — prove out of Timothy and Titas, 


We are here rold they all agree-in Worſhipping Gid, and differ only in Moder 
of Worſhip. By this we may gueſs what our Latitudinarian Writer means, 
by Modes a, 2. that is nor only the whole Orders and Diſcipline of the 
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and from the Uſage of the Ancient Church, and the Practice of 
the Church of England (as tis believ'd ſome of this Authors Friends 
don't doubt to prove) that Presbyrers have a Coordinate Power with Bi. 
ſhops, they will then differ little more from us then only in rhe Mods 
of Worſhip. But however I find no ſuch thing in that Paper, as that 
Diſſenters differ only from us in the Modes of Worſhip ; as this Author, ac. 
cording to his Good Breeding, miſcites it. It was forreign to the pur. 
poſe of that little piece, to ſtate the difference between the Church 
England and Diſſenters, nor is there the leaſt kind innuendo to them; 
unleſs it be, that we may as well call them of the Church of England, 
as them that have 20 Religion at all, For certainly a man of any Rel. 
ion 7s nearer the Church of England, (let him be Papiſt, Presbyterian, 
Anabaptiſt, or Diſſenter of any ſort for the Paper does not mention 3. 
ny particular Sect) than he that hath none; for they e in Worſhip: 
ping God, tho they differ in the Modes of Worſhip. And he that V. 
fhips God at all, tho his Worſhip ſhould be very Erroneous, is cer- 
tainly preferable to him that has 20 Religious Principles. As to branchs 
ing out Church-members into Men profeſſing ſome- Religion, and Me 
rofeſſing none, and as tho ſome Atheiſts, were Men of Religion, I find 
it not in that Paper; becauſe it had been juſt before thewing,that 
Men of any Religion werenearer the Church than Atheiſts. And 
thoſe that either inſinuate, or allow that they can be Church of Eng- 
land- men, and that endeavgur to ſupport themſelves by their In- 
tereſt, let their Number be never G Conſiderable, and let their 
Pretences be never ſo Loud and Plauſible, may look upon them. 


ſelves as a very profligate Party. | | T” 
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_ Char. L. C. So that if, as the Mole World has allow'd, the Company a Man 
heeps, and the Friends he makes uſe of, is the beſt Diſtinction of hy Character, 
a Low Church-Man # One, who tho he profeſſes himſelf to be of the Commu- 
nion of the Church of England, and ſometimes joins in its Religious Offices, in 
Prayers and Sacraments, yet He has that Tender Regard to Weak Brethren, 
that upon Occaſion, He can ſee the Infide of a Conventicle,be of any Synagogue, 
but that of Satan, and can ſhew more Signs of Devotion, at the Heat an 
Rapture of an Extemporary Cant, than at the Cold, Flat Forms of the Ungifred 
Liturgy. He of ſuch a Condeſcending Spirit, that rather than offenq Reli- 
gious Ears, he will Silence the Unhallow'd Sound of an Organ, and ſo careful to 
avoid all the Reliques of Popery, that he will not by an means Chant his Li- 
tany or Creed, but before Sermon can Whine out 4 long Binded Prayer, and in 
nothing more, ſhews hu Obſtinacy againſt Superſtition, than in ſtanding Sriff at 
the Name of Jeſus. He can diſpence with that Idolatrous Poſture of Kneelipg at 


the Sacrament ; and that he may. not loſe my Lady's Favour, he will Chri "of 
a | £20 


(25) 
the Child at home, and omit the Sign of the Croſs. If his Presbyterian Patron 
requires, he can leave off the Surplice, and rather than give Scandal in Lawn, 
can even Conſecrate Scotch Cloth. To ſerve his Good Old Cauſe, he can quit 
his Dear Moderation, and warmly expreſs hx Zeal at Elections, where he can 
Charitably -inſinuate Men of the cleareſt Repurations, Fortunes and Families, 


to be Enemies to the Government, Jacobites and French Penſioners. And if 


his Merits and Friends advance him to be 'a Member, neither the Intereſt of 

Church ner Stare ſhall Bribe Him from being Grateful, as being a Man of that 
ſteady Honour and Conſcience, that he will never Betray the Truſt repos'd in 
him. There is too great a Party of theſe, their Neighbours muſt know 
them, and I hope for the Honour of Religion, will never call them 
Church-Men. 1 | 


- 4 


Rem. Nov to conſider the true Character of a Church man 2 lit- 
tle farther, He I think is one that omits no Opportunity of joyning 


in its Religious Offices in Prayers and Sacraments, and tho, he never 


ſees the inſide of a Conventicle, yet had rather indeed be of any Sy- 
nagogue than that of Satan. He Conforms in all things to the Li- 
turgy of the Church, tho' ar he could wiſh ſome indifferent 

things alter d in it, for their ſakes that would be brought by that 
means into the Church ; and this he is ſure may be done in ſeveral 
Inftances without we es. from the Honour of our Conſtitution ; 
any more than the Alterations that were made in it at the Reſtau- 

ration. He is for no whining out an 3 Prayer at any time; and. 

will always bow at the Name of Jeſus, where he finds tis requir d in 
our Rubrich. He always Eneels at the Sacraments, never omits the ſign 
of the Croſs, and wiſhes the Cuſtom of Chriſtning Children at home 
were wholly broken, and hopes that thoſe who are call d High Church- 
men, will ſet the Example, and never gratifie any Ladies in thathu- 
mour. He never abuſes another for Leaving off the Surplice, unleſs 
he is fure he does it; and never taxes a Biſhop for wearing Scotch= 
Cloth, inſtead of Lawn, when he is ſatisfied in his Conſcience tis a 


downright Scandal; as Tam pretty Confident this Author does. And 


whenever he ſhews his Zeal at Elections, it is to Men, that he ei- 
ther knows or believes to be real Friends to the Eſtablh'd Govern- 
ment, and that are of clearer Fortunes and Reputations, than to be Ja- 
cobites or in a French Intereſt. And if he is Advanced to be a Member, 
he will ſerve his Prince and Country faithfully, and will never inveigh 
againſt the Meaſures taken by his Prince, till he is very ſure he is in 
an Intereſt oppoſite to that of bs Country.” He that has this Character! 
hope may pals for a Church-man ; * thoſe that inveigh _ | 
. 2 im 


EP | - 8 2 
| C8 ) 3 
him as an Enemy to the Church, ought to be lookt upon by their 
Neighbours as deſigning only to build their own Fortunes upon the 
Ruines of other Mens. 7 855 EE 
Char. L. C. The third Criterion propos d to Judge a True Church-May by, 
is hs Life and Converſation. Now, tho' 'tis certain, Thar True Principles 
ought to have that Power over a Man's Actions, as to render em Confor- 
mable, yer tis as certain, That a Man's Faith may be Right, and yet his 
Practice Wrong. There is nor ſuch a Neceſſary and Irreſiſtible Influence 
from the Underſtanding over the Will, bur that the Conſcience may clearly 
apprehend one in Sin and Error, and ar the ſame time, Explode and Diſallow 
it in Judgment. So that z/ Lives muſt not be charg'd upon the Doctrins and 
Principles of a Church, nor the true Part of the Church of England condemn, 
becauſe Some of its Members do not come up to its Doctrins. There is no 
Church in the World, that has laid ſtricter Rules of Virtue and Morality on 
her Sons, than the Church of England, but nevertheleſs it cannot be expected, 
but that ſhe muſt have Scme in Her Communion, that cannot riſe to that pitch 
of Holineſs and Perfection ſhe has enjoyn'd, and that may be guilty of ſome 
Errors and Miſcarriages in their Lives. This is the common Misfortune, not 
only of her Self (who has guarded the moſt Cautiouſly againſt the Obje- 
ction) but of all other Churches in the World, and can't be otherwiſe, as long 
as they conſiſt of Men. Theſe are the Excreſcencies of irs Body, and are to 
be look'd upon as Preternatural Tumours, which may indeed a little Diſad- 


vantage its Beauty, but no ways reflect on its Conſtitution. X 
| * 


Rem. In examining the third Criterion, this Author ſeems to have 
run himſelf out of his Breath, as well as out of his Knowledge ; he 
has brought a great my words together, but has left them to 

\ themſelves to jumble into ſenfe and good Order. He labours hard 
 toſhewa difference between Faith and Practice, Will and Underſtand- 
ing; and has fo odly 2 158 Judgement and Conſcience, as if he knew 
no uſe of either. And all this with a vehement intention to prove, 
that Ii Lives muſt not be charged upon the Dottrines and Principles of 
a Church. But to what purpoſe is all this? Will it prove that Men 
who act in Contradiction to it in their Lives, may be true to it in their 
Principles out of pure Conſcience ? Or that they may be real Churct- 
men, Who have no Right to Church Communion ? Or that it is for 
the Honour of the Church to own ſuch Men as Friends, who fink 
its Reputation, and caſt a Scandal upon it by their Lives? If ſuch 
Men after all the Diſhonour they bring upon the Church, are not at 
all unqualified to Communicate in the Prayers and Sacraments, 
may be allowed to profeſs themſelves true Church-men, and will be 
defended as ſuch ; then that Treariſe did them a great deal of Injury. 


Char. 


+» 


J. 


Drunkenneſs, Swearing, Adultery, Fornication, &c. ſhould with a fly Inuendo 
be put as a Diſtinction of her Profeſſors, will be found as little accountable 
for in Reaſon, as tis manifeſtly falſe in Experience. If theſe general, ſcan- 


dalous Imputations have not ſome particular Aim and Object, they are meer 
Arrows ſhot at Random, and the Effects of 2 Spight and Malice, caſting - i 


abour their Venome in hopes it may light upon ſome, that may have the Mis- 
fortune to come in their way and reach. This was the Old Policy of the Fa- 
naticlls, to draw a General Character and to leave the Application of it re 
thoſe whoſe Humour, Intereſt, or Revenge, cou'd induce 'em to appropriate 
it to their Enemies. . | 


This Specious Pretence 40 Godlineſs, and Sanctih d Railing againſt Vice, 


Smells ſo Strong of the Phariſee, that tis always to be ſuſpected ro be the 
Mask and Diſguiſe of -Hypocrifie, ro cover Scandal in thoſe that deſerve it, 

and to dertve the Reproach of it upon thoſe that do not. Now if to Recri- 

minate were an Argument, how eaſie were it to Retort this Objection upon 
the Low Chureh-Party, which has been the meer Conflux ard Sink of Debau- 

chery, the very Refuge and Aſylum: of Villains of all Sorts, Sizes and Chara- 

cters? When they have been Spew'd out of the Communion 8 Church, 

there they never fail d of a kind Treatment, and a favourable Reception, as 
Perſons of their own Colour, Hue and Complexiqn enrag'd againſt the Church, 
ready to undertake any Villanous Deſign, and to Join in any Conſpiracy ts: 
Subvert and Overturn its Conſtitution. | Es 


Rem. I don't find that the Catalogue of ſins was charged upon 


- High-Church ; it is ſet only as a diſtinction of Church and no Church ; & 


Men may apply it when they find Notorious HI Livers, whatever 
their Pretences be. For I hope Low-Church-men may be allow'dto 
pretend at leaſt to be of the Church; and if that Party (as I find this 
Author can readily prove) has been the meer Conflux and Sink of De 
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Char. L. C. But why that Catalogue of enormous Sins here mention d, 
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bauchery, the very Refuge and Aſylum of Villains of all ſorts, ſizes, and" | 


Characters, enraged againſt the Church, ready to undertake any Villamous ; | 
Deſign, and to joyn in any CO to Subvert and Overturn it: I dare y 


engage that the Author of that Paper won't gently. call them rhe 
Excreſcencies of its Body, and deſire they may be lookt upen as preternatu- 
ral Tumours , which may indeed a little diſadvantage its Beauty, but no 
ways reflect on its Conſtitution, but J 
out of the Communion of the Churc 
from the Scandal of ſuch Pretenders. 


Y in wiſhing that they may be ſpewed' i 
5 and that ſhe may be deliver d. 


Char. L. C. And now with what Face can theſe Men call out for Church 
Diſcipline, who are ſuch a Standing Mock and Affront upon it? What a 
Solemn Ridicule is it for. thoſe, who have always made Uſe of ſuch Leud, 
Profligate and Scandalous Inſtruments to manage their Cauſe, to declaim 


* i 


(300 bi 
upon Eccleſiaſtical Authority,and Church Cenſures; and to tell us they lie under 
Reſtraints, and cannot be duly Executed. Bur I deſire them to tell me who ® 
have occaſion'd theſe Reſtraints, who have been the Obſtacles and Impedi- 
ments, that have ftepr in betwixt their Power and Executions, and have ſo 
ſcandalouſſy prevented it? To whom does the Church owe irs Weakneſs 
and Impotency, but either to thoſe Supream Officers that are its Judges, who 
have ſtopt that Power in themſelves, or have given it out of the Church; and 


Betray d that Sacred Branch of its Prerogative, its only Support and Defence; 
into the Hands of the Civil Power? « 


Rem. As for Church Diſcipline and Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, Tho 
they are under too great reſtraints, yet this Author may have Cauſe 
to with, that they were ſtill under much Greater. How ignorant 
ſoever, thoſe who make uſe of Lewd, Proflizate, and Scandalous In- 
ftruments to manage their Cauſe, may have kept him, as to the 
whole matter. But indeed it was not Improper for him to deſire to 
be told who would be his Protection, and ſtep in between the Power 
and the Execution. There have been ways found out to chaſtiſe 
Impudent Lalla, without asking leave of the Lower Houſe of Con vo- 
cation. And ſome Men, whoſe ſtrain of writing, this Author has 
very lively Copied after, may be able to inform him what Poſt he is 
likely to be Preferred to. 5 

One would imagine by this Author's Ignorance of all matters, that 

he has been told, that the Church was under no Reſtraints till the 
late Reign, and that the Biſhops had then given up all Eccle/iaſtical 
Power into the Hands of the King. Every Body that knows more 
of Hiſtory, then the Tittle Taitle of ſome ſort of Men, that 
ſpeak of things juſt as their Conſtitution prompts them, could have 
told him, how, and when the Power of the Clergy was weakned ; 
and how Dangerous it is for them now, to go further than they 
are warranted by Law. | 


4 | MN 


Chur. L. C. What a wretched Inſtance had We of this in the /aſt Conve- 
ration? Wherein the Lower-Houſe well knowing what Miſchievous Effects 
the Unlimitted Licenſe of the Preſs had produced, to Corrupt and Deſtroy 
boch the Religion and Morality of the Nation, wiſely interpos'd to put a ſtop 
to che Growing Evil, by ſelecting out oſ that infinite Number that Swarm d 
up and down one of the moſt Atheiſtical Pamphlets, that ever was ſuffer'd to 
be Publiſh'd in any Chriſtian Church and Government; and paſſing their 
Huſt. Cenſure upon thoſe Damnable Teners and Pernicious Principles, that ſo 
evidently overturn'd all Chriſtianity. Both the Book and the Author if He had 
been apprehended, had undergone the ſame Juſt Fare in Ireland, which had 

ſera very handſome Preſident for the Eng/i/þ Church to follow, who certainly 


ought 
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ought not to be leſs Jealous or Contern'd for their Intereſt, Doctrine and H- 
nour, Which were all ſo viſibly ſtruck at. How notoriouſly Impudent and 

Barefac'd were not only the Profeſſors of Deiſin, Socinianiſm, Hereſie, Atheiſm, 
and all ſorts of Infidelity, together with the Patrons of Rebellion, Regicide, R- 
publicaniſm and Paganiſm, with all their Scurrilous and Reproachful Ri- 
tings, (enough to fink a Nation) let paſs up and down amongſt us with Fre- 
dom and Impunity, I am unwilling to ſay Approbation? | 


Rem. Some new & ſtrange Inſtances indeed we had in the Laſt Con- 
vocations and the unprecedented and unjuſtifiable proceedings of 
the Lower Houſe ſand upon Record againſt them. The unlimited 
Licenſe of the Preſs, is what the Biſhops have long endeavour d to put 
a ſtop to, and they have often petition'd the Civil Power for its Con- 
currence. And it is very Evident that the 1 25 Houſe of Con vocation, 
were eager for Condenining Toland, and, ſuppreſſing all kind of 
pernicious, Atheiſtical, Heretical, and Seditious Books; but they would not 


proceed againſt Law to do it; they durſt not uſurp a Power which i 


was none of theirs; however others that preſumed upon the Cle- 
mency of one of the Beſt of Princes, might Adventure further. I believe 
it will be found that the Triſh Parliament, and not the Church there 
paſs'd their Cenſure upon Toland. And tho' ſome have propoſed the. 
Model of an Engliſh Parliament, yet this Author is the Firſt, that has 
told us of an Triſh one being a Standard for an Engliſh Church. 


Char. L. C. And was it not then high Time for the Church to begin to 
Exert Its Authority, and to Execute that Power deriv'd to it, as well from 
its Primitive Conſtitution, as Lodg'd in it by the Legal Grant, and Corrobo- 
borated by the Civil Eſtabliſhment, to prevent ſo Threatning a Danger, 


Branding one of the moſt Notorious Offenders , for a dreadful Example 
to the Reſt ? | | | 


Rem. As for the Primitive Conſtitution of the Church, this Au- 
thor knows as little of it, as another before him of his own Stamp 
and Size for Knowledge in Antiquity, who was very ſure, it came as 
near as poſſible, to an Engliſh Parliament. But that the Convo- 
cation has an Authority lodg d init, by the Legal Grant, and Corro- 
borated by the Civil Eſtabliſhment, to paſs Cenſures either upon Books, 
or Notorious Offenders, without a Royal Licenſe to Empower them, 
is as falſe as moſt of his other poſitive Aﬀſertions. 1} 


Char. L. C. And could one Imagine, that ſo Laudable, ſo Pious and ſo. 
Neceſſary a Deſign, upon which the Welfare and Subſiſtence of our Govern- 
$ | 


ment, a 
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ment, as well as Religion 3 ſo much for the Honour of the Ning | 
dom, as well as the Glory of God, ſhould have been Openly Oppes'd and 
Prevented by thoſe who were the Legal Sworn Executioners of this Power? 
And that when ſuch a Vile and Deſecrable Wretch as Toland, Stood in Com- 
petition with the Church, that She ſhould Loſe her Cauſe, even by Her own 
Judges, and in Her own Court? Bur it ſeems there was ſomething, more at 
the Bottom. If this Cenſuring was carry'd on, they did not know where it 
might End, and ſome Dear Friends might come under the Laſh of this Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Scourge, and accidentally Partake of that Puniſhment, which was 
deſign'd only for Enemies. | 


Rem. The Reaſon why the Biſhops in Convocation did not call To- 
land to an Account, was, becauſe they were not in their own Court, 
nor qualified to be Fudges; and they were far enough from being, 
as this Author miſerably miſtakes, to ſay no worſe of him, Legal 
ſworn Executioners of that Peer of Cenſuring. But they were ſure 
that the ſtanding Court ofthe Biſhop of the Dioceſs where the Of- 
fender reſided, and the Book was Publiſh'd, could Legally chaſtiſe 
the Crime, and there they recommended and referr'd the Cogni- 
ſance of it. And if their Lordſhips advice had been then taken, he | 
had undoubtedly fall'n under the laſh of the Eccleſiaſtical ſcourge. £ 


Char. L. C. This was a Tender Point, and made a Self- Conſeious Prelare, Mi 
with wiſe Precaution ſtep in to Guard againſt that Danger, which ſo viſibly . 
Threatned him. But the Courage and Reſolution of the Lower-Houſe, that 

would not be born down by any Oppoſition, tho from never ſo Powerful a 

Party, Obſtinately perſiſted in their Juſt Endeavours, and charg'd Error and 
Heterodoxy on one of the moſt Conſiderabſe Members of the-Upper-Houſe ; in 
Miſrepreſenting, Diſtorting and Corrupting, the True and Genuine Scope 

and Senſe of the Articles of the Church; which ſeem'd to be a Work Fram'd 

with ſo pernicious and treacherous a Deſign, as if the Author intended to lay 

theſe Sacred Boundaries of our Faith wide open, to let in all our Enemies, of 
whatſoever Perſwaſion into our Communion, to Triumph in the Ruin of the 
Doctrines, Diſcipline, and Conſtitution of Our Church. | 5 


Rem. That any Prelate ſtep'd in to guard Toland, or was afraid 
of any Danger that threatned himſelf, either thro' the Malice, or 
nice Penetration of his Enemies, none can ſay, but one that has fore- 
head enough to ſay any thing. That Learned Prelate made ſo little | 
Oppoſition to the Deſigns againſt him; that he moved for recei- 
ving the Cenſure of the Lower Houſe upon his Expoſition cf the Articles, 
when the reſt of the Biſhops were of opinion that all their Pro- Wt 
ceedings were Irregulas, and that no farther intercourſe e be 

| - etwixt 
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petwixt them, till ſatisfaction was made for their Irregwlarities. That 
his Lordſhip was charged with Error and Heterodoxy in General, with- 
out any one ſingle Inſtance given, or any particular Article exhibi- 
ted, wherein he was guilty, is upon Record to the Mighty Honour 
of a Majority indeedof rhe L.Houſe. And it is for the laſting Repu- 
tation of his Lordſhip, that he uſed all his Endeavours, to have thoſe 
Specialties brought to Light, which they threatned him with. That 
he prevail'd with the Preſident, and the reſt of their Lorſhips, to 
permit them to bring in the Objections they had to urge, tho' 


contrary to form ; that it might appear, whether their Accuſations 


W were grounded juſtly or not. But notwithſtanding this Requeſt 


of his Lordſhip, no particular Objections to make good their Ge- 
neral Cenſure, were produced, tho' they were preſs'd to it; and 


indeed if that is a true Copy, which is privately handed about, the 


Objectors are thought to act no unwiſe part in concealing them. But 
perhaps there is hardly an Inſtance in all Church Hiſtory, of a Biſhops 
being violently accuſed of Hereſies, and what not; by a Number of 
Presbyters, and when call'd upon to make good the charge, they ei- 
ther would not, or could not produce it. One would have thought 
that the particulars ſhould have been conſider d, before any Gene- 
ral Indidtment had been drawn up. But this Author has aſſurd us, 
This was the Old Policy of the Fanaticks, and conſequently of their Bre- 
thren the new ſet of Presbyterians, to draw a General Character, and 
to leave the Application of it to thoſe hoſe Humour, Intereſt, or Revenge 
could induce them to appropriate it. It is an Eaſie and a Common thing 
for ſome Men, to call any Deſign Treacherous and Pernicious at all 
adventures, and to invent Falſities without Number, where Truth 
is plainly againſt them, to blacken the Reputation of thoſe Great 
Men, who never thought them Conſiderable enough to be pre- 
ferr'd into Silence, And this was certainly the Reaſon of thoſe 
Black and Infamous Aſperſions caſt upon our late Excellent Metro- 
politan, and his Friends; whoſe Works and Characters have al- 
ways ſtood the Teſt of the worſt Enemies of our Conſtitution, ex- 
cept ſome pretended Friends to it. As for the Sacred Boundaries of 
our Faith, this Author would do very well to enquire of his Learn- 
ed Friends once more what they are; and whether the Expoſition 
of the Articles has eſtabliſſid Mahbometiſm, defended the Alcoran, laid 
a way open for Fanaticks, Independents, Quakers, and Papiſts into our 
Communion. For this Gentleman ſeems to know all alike, and for 
his own reading and writing, he has the beſt Right of any Man 
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1 know to plead either Invincible Iuorance or Invincible I 
lenco. 2 - | 


Char. L. C. This Pious Piece, which was a Draught of the Author's Dif. 
fuſive Charity and Moderat ion, was it ſeems, Contriv'd to have led the way 
for that noble Defign of 4rchbiſhep Tillotſon, in the beginning of the Laj 
Revolntion, to have ferch'd in all Diſſenters upon the ſame Bottom with chat 
of the Church of England; and by Altering, Circumciſing and Aboliſhing 
d ns Rubrick, Liturgy and Canons, to have Eſtabliſhed the Low Church-Par:y 
upon their Own Univerſal and Comprehenſive Principles. Bur the Clergy 
could do no more than Expreſs their juſt Zeal in this Matter, and were Forced 
at length ro make their Appeal to the Preſs, where we doubt not by thoſe 
excellent Specimens they have already given the World, bur that they wil 
make good their Charge, and. Vindicate the Honour and Faith of their Native 
Church; againſt all the Falſe and Scandalous Repreſentations a Foreign In- 
vader, and a Falſe Defender can caſt upon 'em. | 


Rem. Whatever this Author may think, 'tis to be hoped, there 
will always be ſome in the World, that will not look upon a man 
of Diſfuſtve Charity and Moderation, as a Deſpicable Character. Nor 
do I ſee what diſgrace it could be to the Church of England, if ſhe 
could fix all Diſſenters upon the ſame bottom with Her Self. The 
Leaving out and Altering ſome _—_ indifferent in their own na- 
ture, in its Liturgy and Canons, may be done, without prejudicing 
either, and without any Reflection on its Conſtitution. And if 2. 
ny Number of, the Diſſenters would come over to us upon theſe 
Terms; it does not ſeem to be Overacting a Charitable part, to em- 
brace the Propoſal. And this was all that was Deſigned by : 
Comprehenſion, which is a Name that has been rendred very Odious 
by a Set of Men, who manag'd their Deſigns by it, and have gain. 
ed upon the Tempers and Fudgments of ſuch People, as cither did 
not, or would not underſtand ic. Thoſe that Eſpous'd it, have 
been Branded ever ſince for Fanaticks, upon no other account, and 

no ſmall Number among the Clergy, as well as the Laity, have 
been fo far impos'd upon, as to believe the Cenſure, tho ſo weak) 
grounded, to be juſt. And yet it is Evident that ſeveral of the 
Chief Biſhops, and others of the Clergy in K. Jamess Reign, did 
encourage the Diſſenters to hope for ſuch Alterations whenever a 
Opportunity offer d, and the Legiſlative Power would concur; 
as is Evident from their Petition, wherein they ſay, they did no 


ut due tenderneſs to Difſenters : In Relation to whom they are e | 
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cem to ſuch a Temper, as ſhall be thought ft, when that Matter * 
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be Confederd and Setled in Parliament and Convocation. And tis 
Certain, that no Alterations were ever intended by Arch-Biſhop 
Tillotſon or any others, but in Matters, that the Church allows 
ro be no otherwiſe Neceſſary , than as they were Commmanded. 
There was not the leaſt Intention of aboliſhing the Liturgy or 
Canons, of altering any Eſſential Part of our Conſtitution, ſuch as Epi 
copacy, or Epiſcopal Ordinations: as that Gentleman ignoranly, to lay 
no worſe of him, inſinuates ; but that whatever Alterations were 
made, the nature of an Epiſcopal Church, ſhould be preſerved, en- 
tirely the ſame, as before. And if the Forms of Communion hal 
been made eaſier in ſuch Matters, as ſome People excepted againſt, 
and which they ſaid their Conſciences could not comply with, and 
which we our ſelves do allow to be Þ4ifferent, I can't apprehend 
what Miſchief the Church could have ſuſtain'd by it. This was the 
charitable Deſign of theſe Great and Good Men, and tho' it did not 
ſucceed to the advantage of thoſe they deſir d it ſhould, yet it 
prov'd of very fatal Conſequence to themſelves, their Reputatiuns 
have ſuffer d ever ſince, their Enemies made great uſe of it, to 
ſink their Credit in the Opinion of their Clergy and People, and 
they have in ſome meaſure gain'd their Ends, whether by juſtif 
„able Methods or not, God Almighty at laſt muſt determine. At 


15 preſent, I dare venture to challenge the moſt Implacable Enemies 
2 of either of theſe Prelates here mention'd, to give any one Inſtance 
a in which they ever deviated from the Rules and Orders of the Eſta- 
15 bliſld Church, wherein they ever deſerted its real Intereſt, or refus d 
Eh: to Vindicate her againſt all Oppoſers. As for the Excellent Specimens, 
on as that Author ſtiles them, that are Publiſh'd againſt one of them, 
or they are no better than Libels; and if I thought our Church taught 

her Sons ſuch kind of malicious Spirit, I had rather chuſe to be a 


Foreign Invader, than a Native Defender of it. 


char. L. C. Let therefore theſe Perſons be aſham'd to Impoſe upon the 
World, with the idle Pretences of the Tnefficacy, and Reſtraints of Eccleſia- 
the ical Power and Diſcipline, which they themſelves have thus Weaken'd and 


did Enervared, and, in time, had not an Opportune Providence Interpos d, would 
am have utterly Annihilated and Deſtroy d. f 8 5 
cur; — : 0 
180 Rem. That an Opportune Providence ever came into our Relief, 
and prevented our Church from being either utterly annihilated or 


fal deſtroy d, ought to be always very Gratefully acknowledg d. It 
s yet freſh in our Memories, what Melancholy Apprehenſions 2 
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Good Men were under upon Her account; and i hope it will ne- 
ver be forgotten, by what an amazing Providence we were deli- 
ver d from our Fears. But to inſinuate, that the Death of that 
Great Prince of Glorious Memory, that was made the Happy Inſtru- 
ment of Our, and Her deliverance, was that Opportune Providence 
which ſav'd a falling Church, is a piece of baſe Ingratitude, prac- 
tic'd and conniv'd at, but I believe, in One Place of this Kingdom. 


Char. L. C. And to colour this Deſign a little over, and make ir look a 
little more Plauſible, inſtead of this Ancient Primitive Diſcipline of the 
Church, which for ſo many Ages has, like a Ramparr, ſecur'd its Religion 
from Vice and Immorality, Schiſm and Hereſy, we muſt have ſubſtituted in 
its Place, a Society for the Reformation of Manners, wherein every Trades 
Man and Mechanich, is to take upon him the Gift of the Spirit, and to Ex- 
pound the difficult Paſſages of Scripture, and every Fuſtice of Peace is allow d 
to ſettle its Canon, and infallibly decide what is Orthodox, or Heretical. 
And now to what End or Purpoſe, muſt all theſe Alterations be made, and 
this Mungril Inſtitution be brought into the Church? But only to Inſinuate 
an Inſufficiency in its Diſcipline, to overturn its Ancient Genuine Conſtitution, 
ro Betray its Power into the Hands of Lay-Elderſhip and Fanaticiſm, and to 
leave ir Dependent and Precarious on the Will and Humour of the Senſeleß 
and Giddy Multitude? Thus, in all their Proceedings, This Party, to curry 
Favour with the People, the main Inſtrument and Engine of their Defigng 
have Complemented em at no leſs an Expence, than the Corruption of the 
Faith, the Subverſion of the Diſcipline, and the Alienation of the Rights, 
Powers and Privileges of the Eſtabliſh'd Church. And yer theſe are the Men 
that Boaſt of their Sanctify'd Lives, and ſo Devoutly Reproach thoſe of 
much better, and who actually ſhur others our of that Church, ro which they 
have not the leaſt Claim themſelves : But are ſo Unqualify'd to enter it, that 
* they would avoid both the Name, and Place, did not they want a Cloak for their 

ly Impieties and Immoralities ; and hope that a pretended ⁊eal for Religion, 
ſhou'd Attone for their Real Enmity to the Church. | 


Rem. And now this Author having fram'd a Scandalous 
Society for the Reformation of Manners, ſolely out of his own 
Brain , picks out whom he pleaſes, for Encouragers and A- 
bettors of it. And left People ſhould be too eaſie of Belief, he has 
taken care to act one way juſt the reverſe of the Apoſtle's pre- 


cept, and has abſtain d from all appearance of Truth, 


Ch. L. C. Now, tho we are unwilling to Recriminate, yet in drawing a L. Church- 
Man's Life, we muſt do him this Juſtice, ro ſer it out in its Proper Colours, | 
and to the beſt Advantage; and to let the World know, That he 5 as Good in 


bas Actions, as he is in hu Principles, Tho! he is as much a Friend to the Sin, - 
. . FO ' * 
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he wou'd repreſent his Adverſary the High Church-Man, yet he u 4 bitter Ene 


my to the Scandal; and as for theſe Enormous Crimes of Drunkenneſs, Forni- 


cation, Adultery, Swearing, Sc. he hates em in nothing ſo much as in the 


Name and Diſcovery. He ſhews himſelf an entire Maſter of the Saints Per- 
fection, Hypocrifie , and can, with an outward Simplicity, Varniſh the 
Blackeſt Villany, and make Faction, Knavery, and Rebellion, paſs for Reli- 
gion. No wonder that He who allows ſuch a Latitude to his Thoughts ſhould 
n leſs Indulge it in hu Life. He M in every Thing, for the Liberty of the Sub- 


ject. He looks upon Matrimony, as too great a Confinement , and is not for 


Stinting his Pleaſures to either Sex, but takes care to manage his private and 
ſly Tntrigues, ſo cloſely as to keep himſelf out of the reach of that Spiritual Cor- 
rection, which he is fo forward to bring upon others. He j always Declaim- 
ing againſt the Vice of the Age, and the Inſufficiency of our Laws to Reſtrain 
it: and more ſecurely to Cloak it, he Skreens himſelf under a Pretended Society, 
to Reform it. Bur whatever Protection or Advantage, the Name of Reli- 
gion may, by the Unwarineſs or Deſign of others, gain theſe Men, I am ſure 
it can bring nothing bur Scandal and Reproach upon the Church. Never ler 


a ſacred Name be thus Proſtituted to Countenance Wickedneſs, or take off 


any part of the Shame and Infamy that belongs to ir. 


Rem. In his recriminating, and drawing a Church-man's Life, 


as he calls it, one would think, that he was ſitting for his own 
Picture; and if I gueſs right at the Author, ſome of the fea- 
tures are ſo very like, that we need ſeek no further for the 
Original. 


Char. L. C. The fourth Mark we have of a Church- Man's Character, is his 
Loyalty. That he z true to the Intereſt both of Church and State, as by Law 
Eftabliſh'd. This indeed he juſtly tells us, has been the Glory of the true Sons 
of the Church of England. And being ſomething Conſcious how little Claim 
rhe Low Church-Party cou'd in Right, lay to this Character, which they have 
ſo baſely violated, he very cautiouſly Guards them with a Diſtinction, con- 
tradicts what he had juſt before laid down, and accuſes the Church of Eng- 
land of Falſe Doctrin, being convinc'd that her Principles relating ro Govern- 
ment, were utterly inconſiſtent with, and repugnant to Their Practices. To 
wipe off which Reproach, He inſinuates, She has preſt the Point of Obedience 
and Subjection too far, eben to the ſetting up Arbitrary Power, and the Will of. 
the Prince above Law. 
Miſ-repreſentation of the True DoArin of Obedience, taught in our Church, which 
was oppos'd to Faction and Sedition, not to Legal Government, This is ſtrange 
incoherent Shuffling, and ſhews our Author to be preſsd with an Objection, 
whatever our Church is with Her Doctrin. For a true knowledge whereof 
this Paper has very juſtly directed us to her Homilies, Liturgies, Canons, &. 
wherein I defy the Author to ſhew me any ſuch Silly, Time-ſerving, and Re- 
bellious Diſtinction, as is here alledg'd of. a Legal Government, We find 


; Paſſive: 


— 


Bur He recalls himſelf, and tells us, That this 5s 4 
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Paſive Obedience as tis Stated there, without any Limitations, or Excep. 
tions, and as no Conditional, but - as an Abſolute Duty. Let the Conſequences 
of it be what they will, we are not ro conſider them in Submitſion to any 
of God's Commands: The Queſtion is, Whether as tis thus Explain'd, it 
does not ſtand ratify'd by the Divine Authority, and the expreſs Words of 
the Scripture. Thar this was the Opinion of our C hurch, as well as State, our 
Lawyers, as well as Divines, I ſhall Appeal only ro the plain Words of the 
Oath of Allegiance. I ſhall not enter upon this Argument, which of late 
Years has been ſo fully Diſcuſs'd, that it has left the Point under no Doubt, 
or Ambiguity. . If there is a Revolution in Men's Opinions, together with 
Times and Circumſtances, this Doctrin however will be found of an Eter- 
nal and Indiſpenſable Trath ; and 1s as much rhe greateſt Guard and Sup- 
port of Government, as tis the Nobleſt Diſtinction of the Loyalty F Our An- 
cient Church. What Prince or Government can be Safe; where our Author's 
Principle is Admitted, That Obedience u Duty only Owing to Settled Govern- 
ments, Adminiſtred by Legal Methods? For, if the People are to be the 
Judges of the Legality of Princes Actions, and every Miſ- Conduct, or Male- 
Adminiſtration is a Forfeiture of the Crown, Obedience is fo Precarious a Du- 
ty, that it loſes its Nature, according to the Humour, Nil or Faction of the 
Multitude, and there can be no ſuch Thing as Rebellion in the World, 
which never yet wanted a Legal Pretence to Juſtify it: Bur to give this Poſi- 
tion a New Turn, leaſt it might be made Uſe of againſt Themſeives, We 
find our Author ſoftning and tempering its Rigour, and telling us, Thar in all 
Governments in the imperfect State of this World, there ever have, and will be, 
ſeveral Faults and Miſcarriages in the Adminiſtration. And how eaſy it is 
to improve, Exaſperate, and Blachen thoſe with the worſt Colours, to the Sub- 
verſion of any State, we need Recur no farther for an Example, than to the 
Misfortune of that Beſt, as well Vnhappieſt of Kings, Charles the Firſt. 


Rem. The ath. Criterion is Loyalty, or Obedience to Gover- 
nours; and here again this Writer has miſ-repreſented the True 
Character, &c. as well as the Doctrine of the Church. To be ſa- 
tisfied of his diſingenuity in the former Caſe, the Reader need on- 
ly turn his Eye to the True Character, where he will find no ſuch 
Contradlictions and incoherent Shuffling, as is with uſual Confidence 
pretended. There is no inſinuation that the Church has preſsd 
- the Point of Obedience and Subjection too far, but only that She has 
been accuſed of this, tho' very falfly, and that her true Doctrine 
has been very much miſ-repreſented. And among others this Au- 
thor has given us a new Inſtance, that tis poſſible to miſtake it, 
and be in ſtrange Ignorance, ter the Point has been ſo fully diſcuſs d, 
as to be left under no doubt or Ambiguity. This Gentleman is pleas'd to 
ſay, that he finds Paſſive Obedience as tated in our Homilies, Litur- 


"I 
gies, Canons, & c. without any Limitations or Exceptions as an alſelute,, 
not a Conditional Duty. If fo, then they oblige us to be Slaves at the 
will of the Prince; which is not a Doctrine preſs'd there. People 
may draw conſequences, and pretend to expreſs words of Scrip-- 
ture, and know nothing truly of either. I ſee no Obligation up- 
on us, either by God's word, or our own Canons, &c. to permit 
our Liberties and Religion to be invaded, at the pleaſure of any 
one whatſoever, when we have them Legally ſecur'd to us. Ang: 
I can ſee no Reaſon, why we mayn't defend thoſe Rights, which 
the Laws of God and Man give us, againſt any force that ſhall en- 
deavour to deſtroy them, contrary to all Laws both Divine. and: 
Humane. 5 . | 
Indeed the Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience is not declar'd Conditio- 
nal but tis ſuppos'd ſo; nor is our Government there ſaid to be 
limited, where ſuch Obedience is requir'd, but every one knows 
it is ; therefore the one muſt be ſuited to the nature of the other.. 
And tho' the Oath of Allegiance is exprels'd in Abſolute Terms, yet 
every one that knows the H;fory of it, is ſure that it was not in- 
tended, to ſet up Arbitrary Power, or the Will of the Prince above Law... 
Indeed it was not very proper to inſert Conditions, ſince the na- 
ture of our Government was very well known, and to ſtretch the 
Oath beyond the Bounds of that, was declar'd to be no Intent of 
theirs, who expreſs'd it in ſuch Terms. Not that every Miſ-condut# 
or Male-adminiſtration is a forfeiture of the Crown, but where Laus, 
Fiberties, and Religion, are all invaded tis probable the People: | 
will take upon them to be Judges, however qualify'd they are to be 
ſo. Nor does this make Obedience à Precariom Duty, or juttify thoſe: 
Barbarous and Trayterous proceedings againſt that Excellent and 
Unhappy Prince Charles the Firſt. It may indeed happen that the beſt 
of Princes may have Enemies, that will put falſe Colours upon all 
his Good Actions; bũt it is but ſeldom, that the Univerſal Bent 
of a People ſet themſelves againſt a Government adminiſtred by 
Legal Methods, and where the Good of the Subject is really De- 
ſign d. And for that Reaſon we may juſtly promiſe our ſelves very: 
Happy Days, under Her preſent moſt Gracious Majeſty ; without 
recurring to ſuch unſeaſonable Notions, as that the Subverſion of 
Laws, end our Civil and Religious Riohts, à at the Will of the Prince. 
But while this Author was contending for a boundleſs and un- 
conditional Paſſive Obedience, tis no ſmall wonder, it ſhould not 
enter into his Head to arraign an Ad of Parliament, as ons .of = 
Tiends: 
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Friends did, about a Year ſince, ina pretty Publick Manner in Oæ- 
| ford; where in a Sermon before the Univerſity he call'd it the Tray- 
| Terous Poſition of an Orighg/ Contract; notwithſtanding a Parliament 


had ſome time. before vindicated that Poſition, and ftamp'd a very 
Venerable · Reſpect and Authority upon it. They that are unac- 
quainted with the Humours of ſome Men in Oxford, would pro- 


bably take it for granted that ſuch a Publick Rudeneſs and Con- 


tempt, would have met with a Publick Cenſure; but that was 
paſs d over, while another very Ingenious Gentleman was threat- 


ned after a very Arbitrary Manner by the Vice-Chancellour, Dr. 


Maunder,for an Exact and Admirable Diſcourſe, that Pointed out in 
General the Marks and Characters of Strife and Faction; the Vice- 
Chancel. it ſeems apprehended that himſelf, and ſome other Heads of 
Houſes were directly ſtruck at; and 'tis probable enough he might 
feel himſelf touch'd, the Mark ſtood fair enough to be hit. And tis 
almoſt pity That warm offended Gentleman did not proceed far 
enough, to oblige the Author to publiſh his Diſcourſe in his Juſti- 
fication. Not only to ſhew the World, that ſuch an Ingenious Diſ- 
courſe was due to the Publick, but alſo what kind of Methods are 
taken by ſome Governours, and whether the Vice-Chancellour did 
not ſhew a nice Judgment in the Application. The Truth of the 
Matter is, one of theſe Gentlemen was known to be an hearty 


Advocate for the late Government, and the other was Generally 


thought tobe a Non-juror. q . I 

But now I have mentgon'd the Vice-Chancellour ; it may not be 
Improper to ask, why he refus'd a Young Noble Lord there to ſpeak a 
Copy of Verſes upon the Inſcrip. on the Medal, at Her Majeſties Corona- 
tion, VICEM GERIT ILLA TONANTI1S, when tis uſual for Men of 
lower Quality to chuſe their own Subjects upon any Publick Occa- 
ſions: or upon what Authority he could Object that the Motto 
was not lik'd at firſt, and therefore he could not Grant that ſuch a 
Reſpect ſhould be paid to it. Some People were apt to think this 
an Affront upon the preſent Government; but I am ſo Charitable 
as to imagine he thought it only ſhew'd a Contempt of the Loft. 
If theſe Methods are the Effect of an Uncondition'd Obedience, J be- 
lieve as much Loyalty may be ſhewn by the Maintainers of the 
Notion of an Original Contract. 


* 


Char. L. C. But conſidering the pernicious Conſequence of this Political 
(for ir can never be Term'd Religious) Tenet, what a Paradox is it, ro hear 
5 8 Men 
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Men profeſſing ir, Inveighing againſt its natural and neceffary Product, Fa- _ 


tion and Sedition, and Imbroiling Governments 2 Which is a piece of Harangue 


calculated for the Late Reign. In which, if any of Thoſe Gentlemen, here 
ſtruck ar, ſhew'd themſelves uneaſy, throu gh a tender Concern for the Safety 
and Welfare of the Nation, as well as the Preſervation and Eſtabliſhment of 


the Church, it is to be charg'd on That Party and Miniſtry alone, which ſo 
viſibly endanger'd Both. It His Majeſty's Perſon, or Authority, was brought 
under any Diſregard or Contempr, it was owing to their Falſe Counſels, and 


Enſnaring Practices; who, to accompliſh their own private Ends, had Tricke 
and Betray'd Him into a Jealouſy of his Beſt Friends, and a Confidence in 


his, and his Kingdoms Worſt Enemies, in ſuch a baſe, treacherous, and un- 


dermining Set of Fellows, who were poſted as ſo many State Machines, ready 


to Say, Do; or be any Thing, as they were acted by thoſe behind the Cur- 
tain, to amuſe the People, and pick their Pockets. 


Rem. And now one would be ſurpriz d at ſuch inconſiſtent con- 
tradictory ſtuff as we here meet with;to ſee a man juſt before ſup- 
porting Paſſive Obedience to the heighth, and now to find him de- 
tending the Contempt and Diſregard of a Prince's Perſon and Authority. 
But tis eaſie to reconcile all this; if he would ſpeak out, the late 
Reign was only an Uſurpation. And then tis eaſie to prove that 
the Abuſing and Affronting his late Majeſty, could be no Faction; 
it was a ſervice done to the Nation, and was for the Preſervation of 
the Church. J know no other Senſe can be made of this; either 
His late Majeſty was an Uſurper, or by the Notions juſt before laid 
down, tis impoſſible to vindicate any Contempt and Diſregard, that 
was ſhewyn to his Authority or Perſon. And then indeed Faction, 
Sedition, and Embroiling Government, were only an Harangue Calcu- 
lated forthe late Reign ; for there could really beno ſuch Crimes; 


where there was no Lawfull Eſtabliſhment. I know how the 


Church and Nation were fav'd by the late Reign, but I know no 
manner of Danger that they were brought into by it, unleſs by 
the Enemies of the King, and the Rights and Liberties of the 
—_— and I hope, none ſuch were ever Employ'd in the 

mitry. | 5 | , S240: | 

I wonder whence this Author took his Character of His late 
Majeſty, that he was rrick'd and betray'd into a knowledge of men; 


he was very well able to diſtinguiſh his beſt Friends, and to ſee 


thro his worſt Enemies; and he was ſo far from putting a Confi- 


dence in them, that he order'd ſome part of a Baſe, Treacherom, and 
Undermining Set of Fellows to be hang d up, and if more of thoſe 


Machines that were poſted up and down to amuſe the People, ready to 
8 F a lay, 5 
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, do, or be, any thing, had undergone the ſame Fate, we ſhould 
havehad fewer Lies and Lampoons ſpread abroad to blacken His Me- 
mory ; and the Nation not ſo many Nuance: to maintain. 


Char. L. C. To maintain this Nyſazce of the Nation, ſuch prodigious Sums. 
were laviſh'd, as may Entail a ſtanding Debt upon our Poſterity, and made 
us as poor at Home, as they had repreſented us ſcandalous and contemptible 
Abroad. To remove theſe publick Blood. ſuckers, that had brought our King. 
dom and Government into a Conſumption, was the noble Deſign of thoſe Pg. 
triots, who were for diſabuſing the King, clearing that Mift they had ca 
before his Eyes, and repreſenting the Danger they had brought his Honour, 
Intereſt and Crown into. To prevent which they ſhew'd him tha neceſſity of 
eſtabliſning a Triennial Parliament, to ſecure it from that Corruption and Br;j. 
bery a great number of its Members ſtood ſo ſcandalouſly convicted of? Thar 
for the Satisfaction of his People, the eee Accounts ought to have been 
ſtared, and the Miſapplication and Embezzelment of that vaſt quantity of 
Money, and Forfeited Eſtates laid open, that at leaſt we might have ſeen, 
how we came ſo deeply involv'd in Debt. | 


Rem. Whatever Debts this Author's Poſterity may have Entaild 
upon them, I believe his own Purſe has expended as little upon 
the ſervice of the Publick,as any Man's in the Nation. There are 
other ways of being Scandalous and Contemptible, beſides being 
drain'd by Public Taxes. In ſome former Reigns we had Publick 
Blood-ſuckers diſcover d, and thoſe Patriots, who were for diſabuſing 
the King, and Clearing the Miſt they had caſt before hzs Eyes, took care 
to bring to Light the Sums that had been privately expended up- 
on them, and have left us a Lift of the Men thus Scandalouſly Con- 
victed of Bribery and Corruption : And were theſe Crimes as Norori- 
ons as this Author pretends in the late Reign, one would have 
thought there ſhould have been made as Publick a Diſcovery of 
them. His Majeffy to vindicate Himſelf, and them, from all ſuſ- 
picions, and to give his People all the ſatisfaction they could de- 
fire, conſented to Triennial Parliaments, and order'd that all Ac- 
counts ſhould be laid before his Parliaments, that Enquiries ſhould be 
made into the Debrs, and the Occaſions of them, and if any Em- 
bexlement could be charg'd upon any of His Miniſters, he offer d him 
to Juſtice, and never skreen'd any one from it. The Forfeited E- 
fates he ſuffer d to. be Reſum'w for the Eaſe of his Subjects, tho 
there are Inſtances enough of Grants of forfeired Eſtates, in former 
Reigns, which were never Reſum d. : | | 


Char. 


Har. 


V pn ron 

Char. L. C. That the Treaty of Partition, inſtead of bringing us an Ho- 
nourable Peace, had not only brought a General Difgrace upon our Selves 
and Allies, but had engag'd us further into War and Ruin. With many other 
great and enormous Grievances, enough to ſink and ſubvert our Conſtitution. 
On the other Hand, this Party, thinking themſelves nor ſecure, labour'd hard 
for a Standing Army, to keep the Kingdom under Terror and Slavery; that 


failing, they brought a Mob on the Houſe of Commons, to hinder their Im- 


peachments, and to fright them into the Betraying that Great Rampart of the 
Common Rights and Liberties ; and at laſt, forc'd rhe King, as contrary to 
his own Intereſt, as that of the Nation, to Diſſolve this Parliament, whoſe 
utmoſt Endeavours and Conſultations were to ſettle and eftabliſh Both; and 
and who in all their Votes, had ſhewn themſelves the Beſt Patriots, and the 
moſt reſolute Aſſertors of the Honour and Liberty of their Country, and the 
Power and Privileges of their Etabliſh'd Church. So that this Scandalous 
Reflection here of Sedition and Faction, which is in particular charg'd upon 
Sir Fohn Packington, who had the Honour to be One of thoſe Worthy Gen- - 
tlemen, that ſo gloriouſly fignaliz'd themſelves in the Defence of the Nation, 
is a General Brand and Reproach upon the Hole Body of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, who, to prevent any falſe Repreſentations of them, have, by Order of 
the Houſe, printed their Reaſons in their Addreſſes ro His Majeſty , which 
will for ever ſtand as an Undeniable and Immortal Vindication of their 


Proceedings. | 


Rem. Whether the Treaty of Partition was Diſhonourable or not, 
ſome People are apt to think, that if it had kept us in Peace, it 
would have been of more Advantage to us, than the Share which 
France was to have _— it, would have been to our prejudice. 
That it Engag'd us in a War, is not ſo plain, unleſs it appears that 
it gave the French K. an Opportnnity to break his Word ; or unleſs 
it mov'd the French King to accept of the Will. For if the-Treaty 
ſhould have occaſion d the Spaniard to make ſuch a Mil, yet it did 
not engage the French contrary to Solemn Contracts to joyn in ſee- 
ing it Executed. Beſides, is it certain that if there had been no 
Treaty, that the ſame Meaſures that procur'd that Will, would not 
otherwiſe have ſucceeded ; or does it appear , that the Treaty of 
Partition ſhould diſguſt the Spaniard ſo much, as to oblige them to 
give their Dominions to Fance, which was ſo deeply Engag'd in 
the Treaty ? one would naturally think that it ſhould have rather 
inclin'd them to give their Dominions to the Emperour, who ſtood. 


off, and had not conſented to the Diviſon. However it be, the O- 


dium will be ſure to be caſt upon R. William, by ſome ſort of Men, 
to” 'tis viſible, that He deſign'd only the Peace and Advantage of 
Europe by it ; as well as to ſtop the Clamours of thoſe who * +8 

| . F 2 bable 


bable would have been more noiſy, if upon his Refuſal of ſuck a | 
* Treaty, we had been Engag d in a War, and if his conſenting to it, 
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would in appearance have ſecur'd us a laſting Peace, | 

That ſome Men were of Opinion, that we were not over ſecure 
if the Army was ſoon diſſolv'd, that it would give too great Advan- 
tage to France, to break all Treaties; eſpecially conſidering the then 
ftate of Spain, is not much to their Diſcredit. There have been o- 
thers that have contributed more willingly to a Standing Army, 
when*there was much leſs appearing Occaſion for it; and when 
our Government was leſs Jealous of Frante; and perhaps the parting 
with our Army as much perſwaded the French to break the Treaty, as 
the Will that was made in their Favour. : 0% 

To ſay that a Mob was brought upon the Houſe of Commons is 
a meer Scandal; nor was there any Deſigns ſo much as laid to 
hinder their Impeachments, that ever I heard of, and I am ſure this 
Author knows of none. I hope there is more than one great Ram- 
part of the Common Rights and Liberties, and that the Fudicature of the 
Houſe' of Lords is of Advantage to the Subject, as well as the In- 
peachments of the Houſe of Commens. To Repreſent the King as 
forced by any of his Subjects to Diſſolve a Parliament, contrary to 
his own Intereſt and that of the Nation, is to make him as mean 
in Senſe, as ſome Men would have wiſh'd him in Power; he knew 
the Intereſt of the Nation too well ever to be byaſsd againſt that; 
and thoſe that ſpeak Reſpectfully of Kings, don't uſe to fay that 
they Diſſolve Parliaments, without any Conſideration to the Good 
of the Publick. „ 3 

That the moſt Reſolute Aſertors of the Honour and Liberty of their 
Country, and the Power and Privileges of the EſtabliſMd Church are the 
Beſt Patriots, will be eaſily Granted. And that Sr. John Packington 
is made one of the Chief of them, this Author does well to remem- 


ber; the Tranſlation Bill ſhewed ſo great a Reſpect to the Biſhops in 


General, and was ſo particular an Honour done to the Prerogative, 
that tis pity any one elſe ſhould be thought to have a ſhare in the 


_ contriving or drawing it up. Thoſe Worthy Gentlemen that have ſo 
Gloriouſly ſignaliz'd themſelves in the Defence of the Nation, and 


in Supporting the late Government, will no doubt, always main- 
tain the ſame Courage and Integrity; and I hope will never be 


leſs Zealous for the Church, notwithſtanding the unjuſt Calumnies 


that are thrown upon them, as if they were Enemies to it. There 
are indeed not only ſeveral Addreſſes to his Majeſty, but ſeveral Glo- 
- | rious 


I" N 
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—_— KG 
rious Actions upon Record, that ſtand as an undeniable and Immortal! 
Vindication of Brave and Honourable Proceedings. N 


3 


Char. L. C. And now, if there were ſome Adminiſtrations in the State, 
which Thoſe Gentlemen, out of a ſincere Love and Concern for rhe Welfare 
of their Country, thought themſelves oblig d, not only to expreſs their Diſ- 
like of, but, as became the Duty of their Poſt, to endeavour to Redreſs; it 

were to be wiſl'd there had not been ſome Miſcarriages too in the Church, 

and ſuch a Miſ- conduct in ſome of its moſt conſiderable Officers, as they cou'd } 
not, without Trouble ſee, who were Friends to its Conſtitution, and Well: 
wiſhers to the Order. Whatever Reaſons might have induc'd others to exer- 

ciſe their Authority in Daubtful Caſes of Blood, yer theſe might have exempred 
themſelves from that Juriſdiction, and wav'd a Privilege, which any One 
would have gladly avoided, even in an Ambiguous Matter, and much more, 
where it ſeem'd to run Counter to the Common Senſe, and expreſs Law of 
the Nation. If in this, and ſome other publick Tranſactions, with which the 
Clergy were not oblig'd. ro intermeddle, ſome of em had praſtituted their Cha- 
rafter, and deriv'd an Odium on their Perſons, they coud not blame thoſe 
who were concern'd for Both, if either in their Converſation or Mritings, they 
did not allow that Reſpect t ſuch of their Spiritual Fathers, which, as they 
thought due to their Sacred Function, was in ſome meaſure forfeited by 
thoſe that ſuſtain'd it. Who, whether They were Courted or Bribd, or our Þ| 
of a mean and ſordid Compliance, upon All Accounts fell in with, the Humour | 
and Fancy of Thoſe, who long'd to be the Order berray'd, and its Honour Þ} 
and Dignity expos'd and violated, and who were profeſs'd Enemies to its 
Eſtabliſhment and Conftitution. The Favour and Tenderneſs. ſhewn to this 
profligate Fanatical Party, and the I Uſage and Inſolence expreſs'd ro thoſe 
of their own Clergy, who did not only Deſerve, but might juſtly Demand 
the contrary: and who were Excluded our of Preferment, Brow-beaten, and 
Abus'd for Vindicating the Doctrines of their Church, from Their Hetero- 
doxical Miſreprefentations, might be thought a ſufficient Caufe, as well to 


gi prevent this ſcandalous Objection of Failure, in point of Canonical Obedience, 

15 as to juſtify that open Complaint they have laid to Their Charge. #- Theſe 

* Defects in our Governours Eccleſiaſtical and Civil were ſo Great ad Manifeſt, 

i as ought perhaps, by every Good Man, to be Lamented, but by None con'd- 

Jes either be Conceal'd or Excus'd, unleſs 'rwere to thgę publick Prejudice of the 

he Kingdom, and the Eternal Diſadvantage and Ruin df the Chy#ch.- The Caſe 

ſo of the Biſhop of St. Davids is a notorious Inſtance, xo whom the expoſing 

nd the Epiſcopal Order is to be juſtly impured : But had they went through 

* with their Deſigns, they had receiv'd the Thanks of the-Pubtick for that Na- \  Þ 

be tional Piece of Juſtice. Bur the keeping in Another that was equally as noto-— 

f riouſſy Guilty of the ſame heinous Crime, and that purely t6 Seryg.s Turn, 

16s | did not give a little Scandal and Offence to thoſe who expected rtia- 

re lity and upright Dealings from a Spiritual Court, Judging over an Affair 

lo- which ſo highly concern d the Honour and Reputation of the Clergy. A 
„ | if. 
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| bable would have been more noiſy, if upon his Refuſal of ſuck a 


7 


* Treaty, we had been Engag d in a War, and if his conſenting to it, 


would in appearance have ſecur'd us a laſting Peace, | 

That ſome Men were of Opinion, that we were not over ſecure 
if the Army was ſoon diſſolv'd, that it would give too great Advan- 
tage to France, to break all Treaties; eſpecially conſidering the then 


ftate of Spain, is not much to their Difcredit. There have been o- 


thers that have contributed more willingly to a Standing Army , 


when there was much leſs appearing Occaſion for it; and when 
our Government was leſs Jealous of Frante ; and perhaps the parting 
with our Army as much perſwaded the French to break the Treaty, as 
the Wil that was made in their Favour. N 

To ſay that a Mob was brought upon the Houſe of Commons is 
a meer Scandal; nor was there any Deſigns ſo much as laid to 
hinder their 1mpeachments, that ever I heard of, and I am ſure this 
Author knows of none. I hope there is more than one great Ram- 
part of the Common Rights and Liberties, and that the Fudicature of the 
Houſe of Lords is of Advantage to the Subject, as well as the u- 
peachments of the Houſe of Commons. To Repreſent the King as 
forced by any of his Subjects to Diſſolve a Parliament, contrary to 
his own Intereſt and that of the Nation, is to make him as mean 
in Senſe, as ſome Men would have wiſh'd him in Power; he knew 
the Intereſt of the Nation too well ever to be byaſsd againſt that; 
and thoſe that ſpeak Reſpectfully of Kings, don't uſe to fay that 
they Diſſolve Parliaments, without any Conſideration to the Good 
of the Publick. . | 

That the moſt Reſolute Aſſertors of the Honour and Liberty of their 
Country, and the Power and Privileges of the Eſtabliſh'd Church are the 
Beſ# Patriots, will be eaſily Granted. And that Sr. John Packington 
is made one of the Chief of them, this Author does well to remem- 


ber; the Tranſlation Bill ſhewed ſo great a Reſpect to the Biſhops in 


General, and was ſo particular an Honour done to the Prerogative, 
that 'tis pity any one elſe ſhould be thought to have a ſhare in the 
contriving or drawing it up. Thoſe Worthy Gentlemen that have fo 
Gloriouſly ſignaliz d themſelves in the Defence of the Nation, and 
in Supporting the late Government, will no doubt, always main- 
tain the ſame Courage and Integrity ; and I hope will never be 
leſs Zealous for the Church, notwithſtanding the unjuſt Calumnies 
that are thrown upon them, as if they were Enemies to it. There 
are indeed not only ſeveral Addreſſes to his Majeſty, but ſeveral Glo- 
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rious Actions upon Record, that ſtand as an undeniable and Immortal 


Vindication of Brave and Honourable Proceedings. _ 1 228 


"i 


Char. L. C. And now, if there were ſome Adminiftrations' in the State, 


which Theſe Gentlemen, out of a ſincere Love and Concern for rhe Welfare 
of their Country, thought themſelves oblig d, not only to expreſs their Diſ- 


like of, but, as became the Duty of their Poſt, to endeavour to Redreſs; it 


were to be wiſk'd there had not been ſome Miſcarriages too in the Church, 


r 27 1s, _ 


and ſuch a Miſ- conduct in ſome of its moſt conſiderable Officers, as they cou ht 


not, without Trouble ſee, who were Friends to its Conſtirution, and Well 
wiſhers to the Order, Whatever Reaſons might have induc'd others to exer- 


ciſe their Authority in Daubtful Caſes of Blood, yer theſe might have exempred 


themſelves from that Juriſdiction, and wav'd a Privilege, which any One 


would have gladly avoided, even in an Ambiguous Matter, and much more; 


where ir ſeem'd ro run Counter to the Common Senſe, and expreſs Law of 
the Nation. If in this, and ſome other publick Tranſactions, with which. the 


Clergy were not oblig'd. ro intermeddle, ſome of 'em had praſtituted their Cha- 


rater, and deriv'd an Odium on their Perſons, they coud not blame thoſe 
who were concern'd for Both, if either in their Converſation or Writings, they 
did not allow that Reſpect to ſuch of their Spiritual Fathers, which, as they 


thought due to their Sacred Function, was in ſome meaſure forfeited by 


thoſe that ſuſtain'd it. Who, whether They were Courted or Brib'd,-or: out 
of a mean and ſordid Compliance, _ All Accounts fell in with, the Humour 
and Fancy of Thoſe, who long'd to ſee the Order betray'd, and its Honour 


and Dignity expos'd and violated, and who were profeſs'd Enemies to its 


Eſtabliſhment and Conſtitution. The Favour and Tenderneſs- ſhewn to this 
profligate Fanatical Party, and the I Uſage and Inſolence expreſs'd ro thoſe 


of their own Clergy, who did nor only Deſerve, but might juſtly Demand 


the contrary: and who were Excluded our of Prefermenr, Brow-beaten, and 


Abus'd for Vindicating the Doctrines of their Church, from Their Hetero- 


doxical Miſreprefentations, might be thought a ſufficient Caufe, as well to 
prevent this ſcandalous Objection of Failure, in point of Canonical Obeuience, 
as to juſtify that open Complaint they have laid to Their Charge. Theſe 
Defects in our Governours Eccleſiaſtical and Civil were ſo Great and Manifeſt, 


as ought perhaps, by every Good Man, to be Lamented, but by None coud 
either be Conceal'd or Excus'd, unleſs twere to thg publick Prejudice of the 
Kingdom, and the Eternal Diſadvantage and Ruin of the Chy#ch... The Caſe 


of the Biſhop of St. Davids is a notorious Inſtance, co whom the expoſing 
the Epiſcopal Order is to be juſtly impured : Bur had they went through 


with their Deſigns, they had receiv'd the Thanks tbe Pulllek for that Na- 


tional Piece of Juſtice. Bur the keeping in Another that was equally as noto- 
riouſſy Guilty of the ſame heinous Crime, and that purely t6 Serug a Turn, 


did not give a little Scandal and Offence to thoſe who expectedWpartia-- 
lity and upright Dealings from a Spiritual Court, Judging over an Affair 


which ſo highly concern d the Honour and Reputation of the Clergy. an 


«+ £46) 
if chat was a little berter Conſulred, we ſhould not hear thoſe imprudent Jt: 
vectives ſo frequently caſt upon them by their Viſitors in their Charges and 
Sermons, out of which the Laity gather ſuch Scandalous Materials, to aſperſe 
and abuſe their Miniſters by this Holy Example fer before them. But if to 
expoſe Failings where they are, or to make them where they are not, was never, 
any part of the Spirit of our Church, how exactly ſome Men act by its Rule 
and whether he that ſo much pretends to the Revelation of che Spirit, has had 
the Sperit upon him, let the World judge. | 

If Railing, as tis ſuppos d here, is a Title to the Church, it is the only Qua- 
lification theſe Low Church Men have to lay Claim to, who have been re- 
ſolv'd to make their Party Good one way at leaſt, and to ſhew themſelves 
no ways Deficient in Lying, Scandal, and Reproach, whatever they were in 
Mit or Learning, or Good Language, or Good Manners. One Notorious In- 
ſtance whereof I cannot bur take particular Notice of, which to the Shame 
and Diſgrace of Our Nation, Church and Government, has been ſuffer'd fo 
Openly and Impudently to appear every where, I mean that Fanatical and 


Villainous Blaſpheming the Sacred Perſon of King Charles the Firſt, together 


With All his Rozal-Off-ſpring ; whoſe Lives and Actions have been fo baſely 


Bely'd and Traduc'd, and their Reigns and Characters fo infamouſly Miſ- 
repreſented and Abus'd, that this Bleſſed Prince, who ſo bravely Seal'd our 


Faith with his Brood, has, as twere, undergone a Second Martyrdom, and 


felt a Double Share of- Malice, Revenge and Murder, in his Memory. What 
was the Aim of this Rebellious and Damnable Deſign, was too apparent, by 
that Glancing Turn they gave their Scandals. For, beſides wounding the 
Church of England in the moſt render part of Her Honour, they thought this 


Was the moſt effectual way to Deſtroy it, by deriving ſuch a Reproach upon 


the Laſt Relique of the Royal Family (which God, our of his Mercy, has 


-preſerv'd as Its Laſt Support and Only Defence) to have firſt Excluded Her 


our of Her Subjects good Opinions, and afterwards our of That Throne, to 
which not only Her Succeſſive Right, bur Her. Perſonal Merit, has, by Good 
Providence Advanc'd Her. And we need not queſtion tho' her Mercy and 
Piety will prevail upon Her to forgive their wicked intentions, yet her Pra- 


| dence and Policy will effectually guard both Her Self and Her Church, Her 


Government and Religion for the future, againſt ſuch Faithleſs, Treacherous 
and Infidious Enemies. 5 | | 


Ren. And now from laying open the Male-adminiſtrations in 
the Srate, thro' the whole late Reign, he paſſes to the Miſcarriages 
of the Church. And from juſtifying the Contempt and Diſeſteem of His 


late Majeſf;,and all that were in a Civil Capacity in Authority under 


him, tig natural to proceed gradually to thoſe Superior Church 
Officers, ade in the late Reign, (Biſhops his tender Conſcience 
Him to call them,) who have 1 — the Reſpect that 

1 


won't fuff ; 
aweculd otberwitſe have been due to their Satred Function. they call 
the 
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the Maſter of the Houſe Beelxebub, how much more thoſe of his 
Houſhold ? „ | 4.2 
The firſt Inſtance by which they proſtituted their Character, and de- 
rid an Odium on their Perſons, was the not waving their Privilege, and | 
not exemptins themſelves from Fudging in a doubtful caſe of Blood, which |} 
any one it ſeems 2ould gladly have avoided, een in an ambiguous Mat- 
ter, and much more where it ſeemed to run Counter to the Common Senſe, | 
and Expreſs Law of the Nation. Here is a downright arraigning | 
of the 2 Houſes of Parliament, as well as my Lords, the Biſhops, for 
running Counter in the Caſe of Sr. John Fenwick, to the CommonSenſe, 
and Expreſs Law of the Nation. And as it happens both Accufations 
are unjuſtly groundeg. It is not very uſual for the Bent of the 
Nation to be againſt the Opinions of their Repreſentatives ; and in 
this Caſe their was a proportionable Majority without doors, to that 
within. And as for the Expreſs Law of the Nation, how is it, that 
the Legiſlative Power broke thro it? Is there any Law that re- 
ſtrains them from doing F#/tice upon a Traytor, when it cant be 
Executed in Common Form? I am ſure the Law is Defective, if 
an Enormous Offender may not be puniſhed, when a whole Par- 
liament is convinc'd he is Guilty, tho the Full Evidence requir'd. 
in other Courts may not ——_ if at the ſame time there is 
as much Reaſon to conclude him a Criminal, as if there had 
been ten thouſand witneſſes. If in Caſes where the Govern- 
ment is in Danger, or where it is directly ſtruck at, the Supreme 
Legiſlative Authority cannot exert it felf after ſuch a manner, there 
is certainly a great weakneſs. in our Conſtitution. 1 
And as for the Biſhops concerning themſelves in that Caſe, if 
it Was for the Intereſt of the Government, and agreeable to Ju- 
ſtice to puniſh, ic was an Honour to them to concern themſelves 
in it. There is no diſputing their Right, and if they pleaſed they 
might Execute it: and beſides it ſeems very proper for them to 
be preſent in ſuch Caſes ; for as they are ſuppos d to be of all o- 
thers the moſt obliged to Acts of Mercy, ſo no doubt they 
would endeavour to temper the rigour of Juſtice,if the Caſe wduld 
admit of itt. | | Is 5 
The ſecond Miſ- conduct of their Lordſhips was, that they were 
Courted or Bribed, or out of a mean and ſordid complyance, upon all Ac= 
connts, fell in with the Humour and; Fancy of thoſe, who long d to ſee the © 
Order betraꝝ d, and its Honour and Dignity expoſed and violated, and who 
were profeſſed Enemies to its Eſtabliſhment and Conſtitution. — : | 
This 


- 
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- This indeed is an heavy charge, andif this Author can make 
it Good, as he ſeems confident he can, ſhows Great weakneſs in 
their Lordſhips, or indeed ſomething much worſe. But I never 
heard of ſuch profeſſed Enemies to the Church, in the Houle of 
Lords; and if this Author had diſcover'd them, twould have 
been a Charitable part to have given the Biſhops this Informa- 
tion ſooner , that they might have been upon their Guard. a- 
ainſt them. BH a 8 a 
That the Biſhops were conſtantly pretty unanimous in their 
Votes, is I think very much for their Honour, ſince Men of the 
beſt Judgment, and Honeſty moſtly agree. And there can 
be no Reaſon why they ſhould be thought ,Courred or Bribed for 
their Votes, any more than any of the Temporalty, unleſs they 
have Conſciences leſs ſcrupulous than theirs. As for the Arch- 
. Biſhop, I don't ſee how he can be raiſed Higher, if he Votes a- 

ainſt , or ſunk Lower, if with his Conſcience. But theſe Ob- 
jections againſt Biſhops are always made by the Enemies of the Or- 
der; and have been often enough anſwer d. ” 

Ihe third Charge is the Biſhops renderneſs and fawour to a Profli- 
gate Fauatical Party, and their ill Uſage and Inſolence expreſo t to their 
own Clergy. | A | 

The beſt Inſtance that can be given of their tenderneſs to a Fa- 
natical Party, may be drawn from their Behaviour, to a Party of Le- 
wellers, that refus'd to have them Rule over them, and who were for 
{etting up a Number of Presbyters, independent of them. And 
where Inſolence and Ill Uſage is to be charged, and where it has been 
long and much bore with, perhaps much more and much longer, 
than Chriſtianity requir'd, the Mi/-repreſentations and Accuſations 
of their Lordſhips, neither Executed, prov'd nor puniſh'd, and the 
Hiſtorical Accounts of the 2 late Convocations, are very proper 
to inform and direct us. As for thole that have faild groſly in 
CanonicalObedience, they have I hope no Reaſon to complain of the 
failure of Canonical Cenſures. And as for thoſe that were always mur- 
muring againſt the Government, and their Lordſhips, tis no great 
wonder that they were not Courted into the Preterments. " 

And now theſe Inſtances which he has already brought toge- 
ther, are ſufficient to draw this Concluſion, which I ſhall leave: 
to ſtand or fall by its own ſtrength ; Theſe Defects in our Governours, 
" Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, were ſo Great and Manifeſt, as ought perhaps by 


every Good Man to be lamented, but by nane could either be Cenceal d or 
| | Excusd 
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Excusd, unleſs tivere to the Publick Prejudice .of the Kingdom, and the 
Eternal Diſadvantage and Ruine of the Church. 2 
I thank God the Church yet ſtands, and if thoſe unjuſt Cla- 
mours againſt the Biſhops have Contributed to the Preſervation 
of it, I dare Engage they will heartily forgive the Kind and Chari- 
table Authors of them. "EL; 

The fourth Notorious Inſtance to whom the Expoſing the Epiſco- 
pal Order * jufily to be Imputed, u, it ſeems, the * the Biſhop 
of St. David's. This Caſe has been more largely defended, as tis 
uſually Reported, and Believed, by Ferguſon ; and I don't know 
a fitter Advocate for him, and two more proper to be joyned toge- 
ther, than this Author and that Gentleman. One would almoſt 
think by the Stories heaped together, and by the Confidence 
with which they are told, that theſe Men laid their Heads and 
Inventions together, in the Contrivingand Midwiving their Libels 
into the World; they are ſo very like to one another in all the 
parts of them. | 

That another Biſhop was as Notoriouſly Guilty of the ſame Crime 
with the Biſhop of St. David's, or that he was kept in to ſerve à turn, 
are aſſertions both equally falſe. Their Characters and Beha- 
viours, through the whole courſe of their Lives, have been ve- 
ry different; and there was no turn ſerv'd , but what might 
have been ſerv'd otherwiſe, by Men that ſtand unblemiſh'd 
in every Action of their Lives, and that fear no true Repreſen- 
tations of them. | 

The fifth Article is their Lordſhips Imprudent Invecti ves in 
their Charges and Sermons again#t their Clergy, and for ſhewing them- 
ſelves no ways Deficient in Lying , Scandal, and Reproach , what= 
ever they were in Wit and Learning, Good Language , or Good 
Mumners. 5 5 

That the Biſhops have told their Clergy of their faults, if they 
had any, or have ſignify d the Failings that were Objected to 
them, that they advis d them to Regulate their Lives, and warn- 
ed them of the Obſervations the Laity made upon them, can 
be no real Reflection upon their Lordſhips ; and if they might not 
take upon them to tell their Clergy of their Duty in theſe Re- 
ſpects, I know not for what End they are made Fathers of the 
Church. 55 | l 

The ſixth Inſtance is their Fanatical and Villainou Blaſpheming 
be Sacred. Perſon of King Charles the Firſt, together with all hs 
Es G | Royal 


* 


369 | 
Royal Off-ſpring, to the Shame and Diſgrace of our Nation, Church and 


Government. | | 

This indeed is a heinous Crime, and if it can be prov'd upon 
any of the Biſhops, ought never to be pardon'd ; whoeverit can 
be fixt upon, he deſerves no better uſage then the Biſhop of Sr. 
Davids, and ought to be ſent to bear him Company. But if 
tis a meer Calumny forg d on 2 to blacken Good Men, 
the Author I hope will be made ſenſible of it. : 
* _ This Gentleman among a vait heap of Forgeries, has at length 
unwittingly hit upon Truth: to be ſure he did not know that 
King William was Grandſon to Charles the Firſt, or he would ne- 
ver have confeſs'd that his Memory had ſuffer'd, among the reft 
of his Royal Off-ſpring.. For tis a Truth, which this Author's 
practice has too often juſtify'd, that that Prince's Life and Ac- 
tions have been baſely belyd and traducd, and His Reign and Cha- 
racter Infamouſly Meſ-repreſented and Abuſed, not leſs, and perhaps 
more Ungratefully than any Prince that ever fat upon the 
Engliſh Throne. 

The Seventh and Lafi ſtroke of Scandal, at prefent fram'd a- 
gainſt the Biſhops, i. e. ſuch of them as he has mark'd out for 
 Low-Church, is the deriving ſuch a Reproach upon Her preſent Ma- 
Jefty, as ſhould have fir i Excluded Her out of Her Subjects Good Opi- 
nions, and afterwards out of that Throne to which Her Succeſſive Right, 
and Perſonal Merit has by Good Providence advanc d Her. | 

That this was baſe Scandal caſt upon ſome Men, was very 
Publickly prov'd, and the Deſign of it plainly enough, and ve- 
ry Happily detected, and Her Majeſty, to Her Immortal Ho- 
nour, has evidently ſhewn, that She is not to be Byaſs'd by 
ſuch Falſe, and Unjuſt Reports: and I hope She will always 
Guard Her Self and the Church againſt all Fairhleſs, Deſigning, 
and Inſidions Men. 


Char. L. C. And now if we come to take a further View of a Low 
Church-Man's Life, we ſhall find hu Behaviour in relation to the Publick 
exatily Correſpondent to what he does in Private: He can ſtrike in with all 
Governments, but i True to None. When a Court Favours it, he can make 
Paſſive Obedience - Primitive Doctrine; but a Revolution can give 4 
New Turn to his Thoughts, and quickly change hi Paſſive Quality into an 
Active One; and hy Evangelical into a Legal Duty, owing only ro Settled 
Governments Eftabliſhed by their own Law. Wat he Defended in one 


Reign, he can Condemn in Another, and be in every Thing His Own ”= 
F „ 


„ 
verſe. He 1 ſo tender in bringing an Accuſation on the Church of Eng- 
land for Carrying this Doctrins too high, that he thinks they can 3 
ſunk, Low enough, and is reſolved not to Preſs his Obedience ſo far & to 

male Himſelf an Example of it. If be has any ſettled Principles they are 
for Republicaniſm and Presbyrery ; and to ſhew himſelf as True a Patriot 
of his Country as a Son of hx Church, he would Vote his King a Standing 
Army to Defend the one, and give up all the Powers and Privileges of the 
Convocarion into his Orthodox Biſhops Hands to Support the other, as being 
the moſt ſecure guards againſt the Subverſion of Laws, and our Civil and 
Religious Rights at the Will of the Prince. He x openly a profeſſed Ene- 
my to all the arts of Sedirion and Faction, but Nicely underſtands the Se- 
cret of Embroiling Governments; and can Bribe a whole Nation to Betray 
their own Intereſt to ſupport his; and laviſh away the Revenues of a King- 
dom in Taxes, to ſet himſelf up upon its Poverty and Ruin : He ſticks at no 
Villany to carry on his Deſign, and tho he Inveighs as much againſt Railing, 

a Sedition, can as flyly Act the one as the other; and under the Pretence of 
Excuſing can mor Effetually Expoſe the Defects of his Governours. His 
Converſation and Writings are both of a Piece, full of Malice and Hypo- . 
criſy, wherein he always Perſonates the Character of a True Church-Man, 

more Dexterouſly to betray it. But God be thanked , this was never any 

Part of the Spirit of our Church, which always inſtill'd more Loyal and 
Religious Leſſons. 


Rem. If any one finds himſelf touch'd by any part of this 
Character he may take it to himſelf, And whoever has gone 
thro' all the parts of it in his Life, he may conclude himſelf no 
leſs Ingenious in his Practice, than this Author has been in 
his Deſcription. . 


Char. L. C. The Fifth Characteriſtick of a True Church-Man is drawn 
from his Conformity to the Diſcipline of the Church. He is one (ſays our Au- 
thor) who takes the Meaſures of his Behaviour, as a Son of the Church, from 
the Rule that our Church her ſelf has laid down for his Directions in her 
Liturgy, and Rubrick, her Articles, Hemilies and Canons. This is the Rule 
in Subordination to the Holy Scriprures which our Conſtitution has laid 
down as the diſtinguiſhing Mark of irs True Diſciples. From which we 
are told there are two ſorts of Men deviate, thoſe who Tranſgreſs its 
Bounds, and thoſe who come nct up to them; both which our Author calls 
Diſſenters on either ſide. Now if we Examin this Diſtinction, we ſhall 
find our accute Y/riter with his uſual Sagacity and Penetration, making | 
another Diviſion but with one Member; for a Diſſenter beyond the Church is 

| 2 Bu!, and meer Contradiction in Terms. For the Principles and Doctrins 
or the Church of England are carried up to the utmoſt Heighth, Pitch and | 
Extremity of the Chriſtian Religion; and if a Man Believes and Practices. 
them according to her Injunction, it PIE he ſhould Err ng = 

2 ules . 


* 


( 52) 
Rules of the Church. To put any ſhadow of Senfe upon h Diſtinclion, 
we muſt ſuppoſe that there are ſome Men that fully and entirely conform 
to all the Injunctions of the Church, and have a ſort of Supererogatary 
Religion beſides, and beyond what is therein commanded. And who they are 
to whom this Imaginary and Utopian Character belongs, we muſt be con- 
rented to wait for Information till c Author thinks fir ro reveal his Secret, 
Bur I am apt to think, for That, he is h:m/c/f as much in the Dark as he 
has left his Reader. For tis Evident this Character cannot agree to any 
Perſon before Deſcrib'd, whom he has all along Drawn, as one that does 
not come up in the leaſt to the Rules of the Church, even the moſt So- 
lemn and Neceſſary Duties enjoin'd in it, as frequenting the Church, and 
Communicating in its Religious Offices, attending to its Doctrines Preached 
'therein, and partaking of the Prayers and Sacraments of the Church, all 
which He is faid poſitively ro Neglect and Omir, and to be ſo far from 
ſhewing any Signs of Devotion, that he has not the leaſt Senſe of God or 
Religion, that he is a meer Heathen and Infidel, believes nothing, but lives 
like an Atheiſt; is a common Drunkard, Swearer, Adulterer, Fornicator, 
and is poſſeſt with a Legion of Sins and Devils, and ro Cloſe and Finiſh his 
Picture, is a Debauched Rake-Hel! and Rebel. Bur now our Author conſi- 
dering the Matter a little better, is for varying his Character, and tells Us, 
He is a Man of moſt exalted Pretences, that He goes beyond the Rules of the 
Church, even up to Superſiition. This is a ſtrange Mz:xture and Medley of 
a Man a meer Hyppecentaur in Religion, that is both an High Church-Man 
and a Low Church-Man, both above and below, beyond and beſide the 
Rules of the Church. What moſt Incomprehenfible Nonſenſe is this? He 
mighr as well have rold us, that the Character of a Biſhop was an utter 
Enemy to Epiſcopacy and Monarchy, a great Favourer of the Presbyterians, ns 
Friend of the Cemmon-Pryer, one that Believed neither the Articles nor Ho- 
milies of the Church, and never Cenformed to the Rubrich or Canons; that 
hated: Conformation, and was for altering the Form of that, and other Parts 
in the Liturgy ; that was for cemplying with all forts of Sectariſts, and was 
fer introducing them into the Communion of the Church, by a fine Stratagem 
of Cemprehenſien and Moderaticn, without Epiſcopal Orders; and in ſhort 
was beth in Principle and Practice a Latitudinarian, and a Low Church-Man. 
And now who would believe this Contradictious and Inconſiſtent Cha- 
rater ? And yerwight he not with the ſame Reaſon and Juſtice, Couple 
ſuch di/agreeable Jargon together? Could our Author find any Credit, if 
he told us that he krew a certain Biſhop of the Church, who in King 
Fames's time Preach'd down the Popiſh Piet, which he had Preached up be- 
fore in the beginning cf that Reign, that he was a Friend and Coadjutor 
to I. C. J. F. Vet, that in the beginning of the Revolution, He Courted 
the Diſſenters, and gave the Holy Communion in a Church at London, to 
an Eminent Presbyterien Preacher fitting in a Pew ? Why would not this 
be Exploded ar firſt View, as Monſtrous, Abſurd and Incredible, for 4 


Biſkop of the Church ef England, thus to Proſtitute and Betray his Sacred 
Function 
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Function, Truſt and Character? And yer, our Author perhaps would Re- 
ply, that ſome Men can do any thing with Gravity in their Looks, and 
the Name of God in their Mouths ; that they can act at one Time below, 

and ar another Time abcve the Rule, as the Proſpect of Preferment directs: 


them; that they could Sacrifice the Orders of the Church, confer them 


on Deiſts, Secinians, or Lutherans, without the Sacramenr, and like ſo 


many Anti-Pauls, become all Things to all Men; and when Convenience of- 
fered, Maintain that the Doctrines and Precepts of the Church are bur about 
Modes, Trifles, and indifferent Things, whilſt thoſe who never Deviare from 
them, are Stiff, Squeamiſh, High Church-Men, that will ſtick at betraying 
its Honour, Doctrine and Authority. | 
Perhaps, if we would ask him, what Character Sir Fohn Packzngron has, 


and deſerves in the Country, he would be apt to inſinuate that he was High 


for the Divine Right of Epiſcopacy, High for the 8 Succeſſion, . 
High for the Liturgies againſt Extemporary Prayers, High for the Primi- 
tive Doctrine and Diſcipline of the Ancient Church: And, perhaps he 
would add, that he much lamented the Deſtruction of the Epiſcopal 
Church in Scotland, and ſhould be for Addreſſing Her Majeſty to reſtore it; 
that he bclicves Separation from the Church of England to be a Damning 
Schiſm, and our Reverend Libeller's dear Friends the Diſſenters, ro be in 
a very dangerous State, notwithſtanding the Toleration. And Ten ro One 
he would whiſper, that he is an Enemy to all Accommodations, to Compre- 
henſion and Trimming Moderation; Thar he is ſo High, as to Obſerve the 
Traditional Cuſtoms, as well as the Z/ritten Laws of the Church; that 
he always Bow'd very low towards the Altar, and at the Name af Jeſus. 
And to Sum up his Character, perhaps he would nor omir his Hatred to 
Conqueſt and Tran/lations, tho' the Laſt he might have the greateſt Reaſon 
ro wiſh, of any Man in the Dioceſe. Now what a Formidable and Dan-- 
gerous Character is this? Was it not enough to Exaſperate his Dioceſan, . 
ro try his utmoſt Power and Intereſt among his Clergy and Tenants, and 
with the moſt frightful Menaces and Threats, conjure them nor to Vote 
for ſuch a bitter Enemy ro the Church ef England, and ſuch a pernicious 
Patrict to his Country 2 But that they wou'd Eſpouſe the Perſon He re- 
commended, Whom he wou'd aſſure upon his Epiſcopal Word and Ho- 
nour, deicry'd not the leaſt of this Character, but was as point blank: 2 
Contradittion , to every Particular, as Himſelf. That he was a Man, fo. 
far from being given to Superſtition, that he believ'd nothing ar all in Re- 
ligion, and that he ſhould be ready to ſatisfie rhe Country, if they would be 
ſo kind as to Chuſe him, that he wou'd be a Deiſt, Socinian, or Republi- 
can, or any thing to promote Their, and His, and the Churches Intereſt; 
and in a Word, a Thorcuzh-Pac'd and Seaſon'd Low Church- Man. 

Bur to ſer our Author right in his Diſtinction of an Hizh Church-Man, . 
and Low Church-Mzn, I will for once be ſo kind and charitable, as to tell 
him a Secret, IJ believe he is not Acquainted with. Namely, Who was 
the God. Fæther, and Original of theſe Party-Names, viz. No leſs a. Friend 

to 
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to the Church of England, than his dear Country-man, Mr. Baxter; who 
(in his Anſwer to that Great Pillar and Light of our Church, the Venerable 
Mr. Hooker) firſt broach'd this Canting Diſtinction, which he caſt upon 
that Apeſtolical and Primitive Miriter, as the greateſt Brand of Reproach, 
and as the moſt Inodiating Title (as indeed 'twas in thoſe Times of 
Rebellion and Confuſion) that could be fix d upon a Man's Character, 
to mark him out for the Fury and Deſtruction of the Multitude. Now I 
Appeal to the whole Body of the True Sons of the Church of England, 
whether the Application of the Name of High Church-Man, to ſuch a 
Perſon (who was as great an Honour and Support to it, as ever She en- 
joy'd) be not as manifeſt a Proof of our Author's Ignorance, as tis of 
his Malice, in falſly repreſenting and appropriating it to Mong Perſons. 
And what other Deſign he could have in this, but ro Expeiſe the Church, 
and its True Members, I leave them to Judge. So that I hope he will 
give me leave to place the Fanarick and Diſſenter on its proper Object, up- 
on this Vile Latitudinarian Party, Who can go on any Side of the Rule, and 
Comply with any Principles, ro promote and eftabliſh their Intereſt, which 
is the Rubrick, Articles, Homilies, and Canons, by which they aired them- 
ſelves, and for which ar any time they are ready to diſpenſe with, or give 
np thoſe of the Church. And now, with what Impudence can ſuch Miet- 
ches preſume to take upon them the Sacred and Inviolable Title of the 
Church, who are thus for finking it into the Loweſt Degree of Presbytery 
and Ruin. That are nor only for betraying its Conſtitution, Rights and 
Liberties, but for corrupting its Doctrin, and undermining the Civil State 
and Government upon which alone it depends ; and reducing the King- 
dom into Anarchy, Atheiſm, and Deſolation 2 If therefore they will make 
any Diſtinction, ler it be of Church-Men and Atheiſts, High-Church, and 
Ne-Church. | 
From hence we may draw a Low Church-Man's Character, in relation to 
Church-Government and Diſcipline, That he 5 not one of Exalted Pre- 
rences to it, and never Gees Beyond the Rule of the Church. He looks upon 
the Homilies as rolerably good, for the Time they were Compiled in; - 
that They contain ſome Doctrins, not ſo ſuitable to this Age. Being a Man 
of a Condeſcending and Peaceable Temper, He is for making the Articles 
and Liturgy to comply with Tender Conſciences; and ſo very Charitable, 
as to let his Diſſenting Brethren even into the Enjoyment of the Church- 
Revenues. He will not maintain the Divine Right of Epiſcopacy, for 
Fear of Offending the Reform'd Churches Abroad ; and to pleaſe his dear 
Friends, the Fanaticks at home, will, in caſe of Neceſſity, allow even a Lay- 
Brother to Ordain a Presbyter. He thinks the Ecclefiaſtical Canons an 
Encroachment pen the Civil Power, and that Chriſt's Kingdom 7s not to 
be Eftabliſh'd by Force and Uſurpation. While his Intereſt and the Church 
is on a Side, it may perhaps expect him her Time-ſerving Friend: Bur 
Intereſt will not Lie, if the Church and Intereſt part, Farewel the 
Church. | 
Rem. 
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Rem. The fifth Characteriſtick of a Church-man, is, that he 
tates the Meaſure of his Bebaviour from the Rule that our Church her 
ſelf has laid down for his direction in her Liturgy and Rubrick, her 
Articles, Hemiliet, and Canons. And 'tis undeniable that they 
who go beyond this Rule are Diſſenters from it, as well as they that 
come not up to it, notwithſtanding all this Author has urg'd in 
Oppoſition to it. They for Inſtance that preſs even Obedience 
much higher than the Church it ſelf has Commiſſion'd them, 
deviate from the Rule. A man may alſo belive the Divine Right 
of Epiſcopacy, as the Church requires, and yet be more warm 
and zealous than the Church will warrant him, in Condem- 
ning and Railing at all Foreign Proteſtant Churches. There 
might many other Inſtances be given to ſhew that this Author 
was quite out of his way, when he offerd to Reprove and 
Cenſure the Diſtinction. But 'tis to no purpoſe to follow him 
in the dark; and where he does not underſtand himſelf, tis 
not over eaſie for another to underſtand him. Argument is 
none of his Talent, and therefore he wiſely returns to his Rail- 
ing, Where he is more dextrous, and if he goes on, he may in 
time be as Happy in it, as ever Titus Oates has been; but tis 
a Qualification T ſhall never envy him, nor ſhall I think it worth 
my while tobe Employ'd in ſuc dirty work, as the raking much 
farther into it. DS | ES: | 

His dragging in here again Sr. F. P. by the Head and Shoul- 
ders, I have alſo nothing to ſay to. I begin to ſuſpe& the Au- 
thor has here ſome Deſign to manage thro' that Gentleman., 
which time will difcover. For I know but little more Reaſon 
for bringing him into the preſent Diſpute, than the introducing 
the Cham of Tartary. 5 

But I muſt not forget the. Original of the Diſtinction of Hig 
and Low Church, and to whom we owe theſe Appellations , 
which this Author has diſcover'd : and it ſeems 'twas to Mr. 
Baxter, I thought indeed it came from among the. Presbyterians, 
and I think we are obliged to this Author for the Diſcovery. 
For this clears up the wonder, that the Enemies to the Biſhops: 
ſhould be ſo fond of appropriating it. They learn'd it, it ſeems 
from Men of the ſame Notions in Relation to Epiſcopacy, who 
manag'd their Aſſemblies as much independently on tliem, and 
thought themſelves upon the Level with them. This is a fair 
Account our Author has given us, and he ought to be Publickly 
applauded for this piece of Ingenuity. But 
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But however, the Modern followers of Mr. Baxter have quite | 
alter'd the Property of the Name, and have aſſumed that to 
themſelves which he gave to Mr. Hooker. For had that Excellent 


Ornament of our Church now lived, he muſt either have al- 
ter'd his Notions, or have been contented with a title of a Lowey 
Form. For IT am ſure Mr. Hooker's Notions, and ſome of theirs 


of the Lower Houſe of Convocation are directly oppoſite, as will 
be Evident to any one that will compare them. And there- 


fore I am for keeping to Mr. Hooker's Church, tho' ſome 
Men are for keeping it under 4 Low and Diſhonourable 


Character. 


Char. L. C. The laſt chara@eriſtickh here propos'd, to Diſcriminate a 
True Church-Man by, is his Uniformity and Steadineſs in all Times, Go- 
vernments, and Circumſtances : For we are told, He * One, who govern; 
himſelf himſelf by Principle, and not i the uncertain Turns Humour 
or Intereſt. He will not be Zealow for Monarchy and Epiſcopacy at one 
time, and at another fall in with Meaſures for Diminiſhing the Preroga- 
tive, and Depreſſing his Eccleſiaſtical Superiors. Now how much like a 
ſolemn Jeſt and Ridicule does it ſound, ro hear this Low Church-Party 
talking in Vindication of the Prerogative, who were the very Perſons, that 
in Rezgns wherein the Church was Favour d, were its worſt Encmies and 
Abridgers. And it may be Obſerv'd that thoſe, who in the Late Reign, 
carry d the Epiſcopal Power to that Extravagant and Unreaſonable Pitch, 
were the very Men, who before they were Reconcil'd by Their Ad- 
vancement to it, were the moſt uneaſy under that holy Inſtitution, which 
nothing but the Enjoyment of its Privileges, Honours and Revenues, could 
ever perſuade them to think ir ſuch. Bur thoſe were Arguments that over- 
power'd their Underſtandings and Wills, ard quickly caprivared their 


Reaſon and Affection; that could make them turn about their Principles 


and Inclinations, and change Sides and Opinions, as their Intereſt Veerd 
and Led them. 


But ir ought to be conſider'd, in the Vindication of that honeſt Gen- 


tleman, Sir Fohn Packzngton, whole Character is here more particularly 
ftruck at, that what our Author calls the Fuſ# Prerogative, was no part 
of the Prerogati ve, before the xxv of Harry VIII. And therefore is no 
Eſſential Prerogati ve of the Crown, but Adventitious by Act of Parliament, 
and by Act of Parliament, without any Hurt, or Diſheriſon of the Crown, 
may be taken away. And 'tis ſufficiently known, how the Church has 
'Groan'd under this Prerogative-Adt of the Letter-Mzfſive, and Terror of the 
Penalty for not Obeying it, the Pains of Premunire ever fince that Act 
was made. Even the Beſt Church-Men ever fince, have complain'd of it, 
as a mighty Grievance and Burden; and I will fay, I hope without Of- 
Fence, that it was a Toke upon the Neck of our Fathers, and yer our — 
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thor miſ- calls, Entring into Meaſures to take off that Yoke, diminiſhing the 
Prerogative, and Depreſſing the Eccleſiaſtical Superiors. Whereas tis Ev 
dent, that it only put the Church and Clergy into that State of Fuſt Li- 
berty, which they had before the Act of Submiſſion, and reduc'd them in- 
to that Free State, which was ſecur'd to them by the Firſt Article of 
Magna Charta, and which the Church ef England ought to enjoy, by the 
Conſtitution of the Catholic Church. Now certainly, there could not be 
a more Pleaſant Reaſon alledg'd, to brand an Honourable Gentleman, 
with the Vile Character of Republican and Fanatich , for Couragiouſly In- 
terpoſing with the Reyal Power, Zealouſly endeayouring ro expreſs his 
Good-wiil ro the Church and Clergy, in eſſerting ſo Ancient a Loſt Right, 
and reſtoring them to that Primitive ſtate of Liberty and Freedom they 
have both ſo long Lamenred, and ſo earneſtly Wiſh'd for. 5 
Bur now the Plot begins to Thicken, and the whole Myſtery unravels : 
We have here a heinous Accuſation; that our Author doubrs nor, but will 
effectually fix this Charge upon Sir John Packzingten, and as much affect 
his Reputation, as our Writer's Intereſt , which being reuch'd in his Copy- 
hold, makes him very Induſtrious, to prevent the ſame Deſign ever being 
brought in Play again : I mean, his Bill againſt Tranſlation of Biſhops. 
Which is an Objection of the ſame Narure with the former, and which, 
if ir had ſucceeded, and brought our Church ſo much nearer the State of 
the ancient Primitive Apoſtolical Conſtitution ; wherein a Biſhop was Mar- 
reed to his Dioceſe, and it would have been eſteem'd, as an Act of Spiri- 
tual Adultery, to be Divorced from his Spouſe, or Forſake his firſt Love. And 
how much this Defign had been for the Intereſt, Happineſs and Honour 
of the Church of England, is evident from that Guard and Security it would 
have rais'd againſt Corruption and Scandal; for then the Court could not 
Bribe, or Buy their Votes, with the Promiſes and Expectations of Remo- 
vals; nor our Fathers, to their Diſgrace, be ſo Tranſlated from See to See, 
meerly for Wealth and Revenue. However Pious and Honourable this 
Deſign was, it was no Wonder it met with Oppoſition from ſome, who 
could not, with Patience, hear of ſo Tender a Point of Reformation: A 
Scheme certainly that cannot be maintain'd, but with approbation in any 
Reign; or, by any one pretending to promote the true Intereſt and Glory 
of our Church and Religion. And yet here we find the Good Projector re- 
proach'd with the Nonſen/ical Scandal, of being an Advocate for the Popu- 
r Election of Biſhops ; as if the Election of Biſhops, by their Provincial 
B:/-ops, or by the Clergy of the Convocation, were a Popular Election. But, 
however this falſe Colour muſt be caſt on this Laudable Propoſal, to miſ- 
lead the Clergy againſt him, with a Baſe and Villainous Inſinuation. But, 
certainly the Name and Character of Sir Fohn Packington, and his Family, 
are ſo well known to the World, and more eſpecially to the Clergy, that it 
wou'd be as much an Affront to the One, as a Diſhonour to the Other, to 


t, offer ro ſay any thing in Vindication of That, which is above the little 
7 ſperſions of vulgar Malice and Reproach. And tis truly ſurprizing, that 
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afy one pretending to be a Miniſter, and much more ro be a Biſhop of the 
es Birlend ſhould ſo much forget both Their and His Jo! * 
tacter and Obligations, as ungratefully to Traduce, Revile and Reproach 
That, which was ſo much its Succour and Defence, in the Time of its 
fevereſt Sufferings and Troubles. This is enough to raiſe the Venerable 
Ghoſts of old Biſhop Mor/ey, Fel and Hammond, to upbraid their Brethren 
with the paſt Services done for their Church, when ir ſtood under the 
moſt preſſing Want and Neceſſity of their Aſſiſtance. And I doubt not in 
the leaſt, but that the Clergy and Country will ſo much conſider, both their 
Intereſt and Obligations, as to make a grateful Return of that Friendſhip 
and Favour they have receiv'd from ths Family, in the choice of the pre. 
ſent Head of it, who is both a True Patriot of his Country , and Defender of 
hi Church and Religion, by Inheritance, by Principle, and by Inclination; 
and they will not prefer a Perſon before Him, that is well known to have 
neither Faith, nor Worſhip, nor Morals, nor Loyalty, nor Steadineſ;. 

To conclude the Low Church-Man's Character, He * one that Govern 
himſelf by no Principle, but by the Uncertain Turns of Humour and Intoreſi 
In a Reign, wherein he finds his Aims not ſo likely ro ſucceed at Court, 
He can be Xealous againſt Monarchy and Epiſcopy , and for diminiſhing the 
juſt Prerogarive of the Crown, and Depreſſing his Ecclefiaſtical Superiors: 
But in another that favours his Deſigns, he will turn a Popular Advocate 
for Both, and overſtrain that Power which formerly he would have Aboliſhed, 
In ſhort, he is a TRIMMING VILLAIN under all Governments, and 
is drawn by private Gain and Animoſities, to purſue ſuch Methods as realy 
will Subvert our Conſtitution, and overturn the Foundations of Peace and 
Order in Church and State. x | 
New I hope the Low Chureh-Man has no reaſon to complain that I have 
nor done ample Juſtice to his Character, which lay ſo obſcurely Smotherd 
and Conceal'd in this Pamphlet, that it requir'd a little Trouble to fetch 
ir out; but I doubt not, the Picture is ſo like, that he cannot but know 
himſelf; and T hope, will be fo well knows to all others, as to make the 
World Avoid and Beware Truſting, ſuch a Crafty, Sly, and Infidiou 
Knave, that ought to be Spew'd out of our Church and Government, both 
which he endeavours ro Subvert, Undermine, and Betray. Bur left our 
Author ſhonld not think his Scurrilous Libel fully Anſwer'd, We muft 
have a Word or two about his Epilogue before we part. For, having 
plentifully Abus'd all the Honeft Lairy of the Kingdom before, he was 
reſolvd ar laft, to make his Redreſs to the Clergy, and give them the! 
Share roo in the Scandal. Wherein he hath repreſented all rhe Lower 
Houſe of Convocation as a Pack of Fanatical, Ignorant, Seditious Kna" 
that were for deftroying the Eſſential Conſtitution of the Church of England 
renouncing the NMfetropalitical Authority, ufurping the Epiſcopal Rights and 
Privileges, and Aboliſhing the Act of Submiſſion, and giving up that Fun, 
damental Doctrine and Biſtinction of our Church, the King's Power ans 


Supremacy. What a notoriouſly Scandalonfly, Falſe, Impudent and Me 
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lignant Charge this is, upon thar Sacred and venerable Body, I Appeal even 
to the Biſhops themſelves, and the whole World, chat have been la happy, 
in their Incomparable Writings, in this difficult Controverſie, to Decid 
Wherein they have Juſtify'd both their Claim and Behaviour, with fo 
much Modeſty and Learning, ſo much Judgment, Eloquence and Per- 
ſpicuity; Thar tis to be hop'd (eſpecially in Ih Reign, that is ſo pro- 
fels'd a Favourer of the Rights and Intereſts of the Church) that the 
One is as effectually ſetl'd and ſecur'd, as the other is vindicated beyond 
the Reach of Malice or Reproach. To the Profound and Polite Labours 
of theſe Worthy Gentlemen, Certainly the Thanks, Honours, and Prefer- 
ments, and not the Cenſures of our Church are due; ro whom the ſup- 
port of its Orthodox and True Religion, the Eftabliſhmenr of irs Power 
and Conſtitution, and the Enjoyment of its Liberties and Privileges, are 
ſo viſibly Owing. N 

And tis not to be doubred, but that the Clergy will confider their Merit 
and Services, and follow both their Duty and Intereſt in the Choice of 
ſuch Perſons of Steadineſs, Knowledge and Principles, to repreſent them 
in that Convocation, where they gave ſuch Signal and Eminent In- 
ſtances of ir. And 'tis to be hop'd, they will carefully diſtinguiſh thoſe 
Falſe Brethren , that then ran counter to their Honourable Deſigns, 
that ſhew'd themſelves Men of as little Learning as Religion, as little 
Probity as Courage or Fidelity, that would have comply'd with any Ofur- 
pation, and Berray'd the Rights, Powers and Doctrines of that Church, 
they were ſo unhappily entruſted ro Defend and Maintain. And how fit 
ſuch Men are to Lead, or Repreſent them, I hope all Honeſt Epiſcopal Clergy- 
Men will confider. | | EL 

Had we to deal with any Sovereign of leſs Prudence, Temper and Inſight into 
Men, than Her preſent Gracious Majeſty, Whom God Long Preſerve, What 
Opinion would thi give Her of the Church of England, when ſhe ſhould find 
Men pretending to be its Patrons and Members, to have neither Religion, 
Morals, Loyalty, or Steadineſs, to be Troubleſome and Factious, and Great 
Diſturbers of Her Government, and of all that She Deſigns for the Publick 
Good of the Church and State > But 'tis not to be — — but that Her 
Majeſty who ſo Throughly underſtand the True Intereſt of both, will 
Guard them from theſe Treacherous, Wily, and Perfidious Enemies, and 
ſettle them upon a Secure and Immoveable Foundation. | 


Rem. The Sixth and laſt Characteriſtick of a Church- man, is, 
that he governs himſelf by Principle, and not by the uncertain turns 
of humour and Intereſt. That he will not be zealous for Monarchy and 
Epiſcopacy at one time, and. at another fall in with Meaſures for Di- 
miniſhing the Tut Prerogative , and depreſſing hu Eccleſiaſtical Supe- 
riours. Nor will he turn Advocate for Popular Elections of Biſhops, when 
he finds his aims not ſo likely to ſucceed at Court, 7 
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T don't find much Neceſſity of conſidering any thing this Au- 
thor has offer'd either of Scandal or Argument in Oppoſition to 
this. He knows ſo little of matters, that he is poſitive, that 
what is here call'd the Prerogative of the Crown, was no part of the 
Prerogative before the 25th. of H. 8. When as he might know that 
it was then Claim'd and Declar'd as an Ancient Right inherent in 
the Crown, and which Chriſtian Kings and Princes had Exer- 
eis d, and which according to the Example of the firſt Chriſtian 
Emperours, they ought to Exerciſe. Who thoſe beſt Church-men 
are, that have complain'd of it as a Toke upon them, this Author 
if he pleaſes may inform us; I am ſure Mr. Hocker in particular 
has pleaded very ſtrongly in its behalf, and ſo have all the Great 
Men of our Church, in their Writings againſt the Papiſs. Some 
indeed of late have Complain'd of it ; and-are of Opinion, that 
the Church ought to be wholly Independent on the State. But 
Dr. A. has largely juſtify'd it, and whatever other Points he has 
made out, he is ſure he has prov'd beyond all Conſtitution, 
that to be no Grievance. I am almoſt ſorry two ſuch Great 
Men, as Dr. A. and this Author's Judgments ſhould differ. For 
they might otherwiſe have been very helpful to one another, 
in. their Learned Endeavours , ſince their Deſigns are appa- 
rently-the ſame, and their Fidelity equal. 

As for the Removal of Biſhops, it will be time enough hereaf- 
ter, for this Author and I, to enquire whether tis Lawful or 
not. If it was a Scandal and Diſgrace upon the Church to Tranſ- 
late Biſhops in King William's Reign, it was Equally ſo in other 
Reigns ; and then I am afraid the Cenſure will fall as heavily 
upon Arcb-Biſbap Laud, and Arch-Biſhop Tuxon, and other Great 
Men, as upon any. of the preſent Biſhops. I am afraid in former 
Reigus we ſhould have thought ſuch a Project a Republican Device 
to leſſen the Prerogative, and to weaken the Intereſt and Charac- 
ter of the Order, rather than have juſtify d it, as moſt agreeable 
to the Primitive Practice. It was no Apoſtolical Conſtitution to con- 
fine a Biſhop to the See he was firſt plac'd in, and that of being 
Married to a Dioceſs or a Cure (for there always was, and 18 
the ſame Reaſon for the forbidding à Presbyter to remove from 
tis firſt cure, as a Biſhop from his firſt Dioceſs) was a Cant made 
uſe of by Men that were never very hearty Friends to the Cler- 
5. The Primitive times groaned under Popular Elections of 

iſhops; and I don't know who would . wiſh-for the like 1 
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ders, but ſuch: wlio are fond of dividing us into Factions and Par- 
ties ; I can't ſee any Advantage of ſuch Confuſions ; nor is it 
probable, that if the Clergy of each Dizceſs:were to chuſe their 
Biſhop, that better Men would be plac'd in them, than ſuch as 
are nominated by the Prince: who has as great Advantages of 
knowing their Abilities, and perhaps much greater than the 
Greateſt part of any Dioceſs can have. | af 
In the Concluding Character, this Author had almoſt forgot 

the Work he was ſet about, when he turns upon his Popular Ad- 
vocate in one Reign, and his High Prerogative Man in another, 
and calls him a Trimming Villain under all Governments. © ; 
This Author in the Concluſion of his Pampblet, is ſomething . 
more Modeſt, than uſual, and does not ſo much as pretend to 
anſwer one Argument which the true Character had offer d in 
Defence of the Arch-Biſhop's Right in Convocation, and what it 
had Objected briefly to Them, 2 deny d the Metropolitan s Auto- 
rity of Convening and Preſiding in Synods, and who make a Synod of 
Presbyters an Independent Houſe, and Coordinate Power with their Bi- 
ſhops ; but goes a ſhorter way to work, by retiring to his laſt 
and only ſhift, of Magnitying at all Adventures, thoſe that have 
deny'd the Metropolitcn's Right, and have ſet up a Separate Heuſe . 
of their own in contempt of the Metropolitan their Preſident : 
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a refers the World to their Incomparable Writings, as he calls 
5 them, which are too much of the ſame ſtrain with his own. 
8 And then falls upon all ſuch in the Lower Houſe, that were for 


ſubmitting, as their fore-fathers had done, to the Metropolitical 
Authority; and who knew from ancient Cuſtom, and the Nature 
of a Synod, that they had no Right to Sit and Ad, when their 
Preſident adjourn'd them; as falſe Brethren, that ſhew'd themſelues 
Men of as little Learning, as Religion, as little Probity, as Courage, or 


5 Fidelity, that would have Complyd with any Uſurpation, and Betrayd 
le the Rights,Powers, and Doctrines of that Church, they were ſo. unhappily 
wy entruſted to Defend and Maintain. & Wer 
* This a ſhort deciſion of the Controverſie: Railery and Club- law 
80 make quick diſpatch, and are always an Overmatch for Argument, 
le and therefore muſt be ſuffer'd to take their Courſe, when there 
y is no oppoſing them with the like weapons. | 
85 nd now, tis time I ſhould be weary of interpoſing in a Fray: 


where a man is only fighting with his own ſhadow : where he is 
aiming at an Adverſary, he does not know Who, nor where, ſtri- 
£ | king 
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king at Arguments, he knows not how, nor Why, ſheltering 4 
Gentleman from Strokes which were never aim'd at him, and 
png about blows, which can neither hit nor hurt any, but 
himſelf. | 
If he goes on, (for on he may go at this Rate for ever, the 
ſame Words and Arguments will ſerve any Cauſe, and any Sub- 
Jef, as well as they have ſerv'd this he has laid them out upon,) 
it would be proper for him to conſider whether he knows, and 
is ſure of his Adverſary, that he may ſtrike home; for I can aſ- 
ſure him, the real Author of the True Character, does not find 
himſelf at all touch'd by the ſtrokes he has given; nor is his lit- 
tle Treatiſe at all maim'd, by all his Batteries againſt it, but 
=_ up with the ſtrength of the very ſame Arguments ithad 
before. | 
Or, if he writes on, may it not be proper for him to conſ- 

der whether he can't write more like a Churchman and a Chri- 
ſtian? Would he have it the diſtinguiſhing CharaFer of a High 
-Church-man, that he thinks it allowable to tell a Biſhop and. Father 
of the Church, that he is run mad with Propheſie and Enthuſiaſm, and 
another, that he may be ſo, by that time he comes 0 b Age? 
To charge ſome of them with Impudence, and all manner of 
Crimes, and ſay of almoſt the whole Bench, that they have For- 
feited the Reſpect due to their Function, deriv'd an Odium on their Per- 
ſens, and proſtituted their Characters; that out of mean and ſordid Com- 
plyace they fell in with thoſe that longed to ſee the Order Betray d, and 
who were profeſs Enemies to its Eſtabliſhment and Conſtitution ; with 
more to ' like purpoſe, and all upon no better Grounds than 
the rude Clamours of their Enemies : when he can't but know 
that moſt of their Lordſhips have been as Firm and Hearty in the 
Intereſt of the Engliſh Church and Nation at all times, and in all 
Dangers ; as Charitable and Liberal,as Upright and Unblemiſh'd 
in their Lives, and have ſhewn as much Learning and Judgment 
in their Writings, as any that ever fill'd their Sees. 


He may again conſider, whether it conſiſts with Chriſtian Cha- 
rity. or Common Decency, to call the Death of our late Gracious 
Prince a Deliverance, that an Opportane Providence took him from us, 
that he only made uſe of a Villainous Proſtitute, and Complying Mi- 
niffry, of ſuch Baſe, Treacherons, and Undermining Set of Fellows, who 
were Poſted as ſo many State Machines, ready to ſay, do, or be any 
thing, as they were atted by thoſe behind the Curtain, to amnſe the N 
| Pie, 
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priv'd as this Treatment; becauſe a boundleſs Liberty of Railing, both Tui 
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ple, and pick their Pockets ; and that he Diſſolv d Parliaments con- 
trary to the Intereſt of the Nation; with more ſuch Affronts upon 
his Sacred Memory, when tis not to be deny'd, that he valu'd 
not the ſacrificing his Eaſe, his Intereſt, and his Life, to the 
ſafety of Europe, the Preſervation of its Liberties,and of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion. Men perhaps may be miſtaken in their Expec- 
tations, that think to raiſe themſelves, by trampling thus rude- 
ly upon his Sacred duſt. | | | 

It may be alſo worth his ſerious Conſideration , whether he 
can if call'd upon, bring any proof of thoſe Heavy Charges up- 
on the whole late Miniſtry, that they have been the meer Conflux 
and Sink of Debauchery, the very Refuge and Aſylum of Villains of all 
Sorts, Sizes, and Characters? that by their falſe Counſels and enſnaring 
Practices, they brought his Majeſties Perſon aud Authority under Con 


tempt; and to accompliſh their own Private Ends, Trickt and Betray d 


Him into a Fealouſie of his Beſs Friends, and a Confidence in bis, and 
his Kingdoms Worſt Enemies. And that they would have Excluded 
Her Majeſty from the Throne. With a vaſt Heap more of ſuch Scan- 


dal; which a time may be, that he could wiſh he had never in- 


vented, if they againſt whom tis directed, ſhould not have much 
more Charity, than he has either Knowledge or Good Manners: 
And Laſtly, he may Conſider, whether twas ſafe or Prudent, 
in Repreſenting Sr. J. Packington's Character, as tis hop'd to Ad- 
vantage, to deſcribe his Competitor, as one that is well. known 
to have neither Faith, nor Worſhip, nor Morals, nor Loyalty, nor ' Stea-- 
dineſs, For it ſeems the County have thought fit to make him: 
one of their Repreſentatives ; and if the Character be very un- 
juſt, and only forg'd to ſerve a Turn, as'tis certain it was, he that 


laid it on, ought to be oblig'd to wipe it off. 


But our Superiors in Church and State, have the leſs Reaſon to be ſur 


in Publick and Private, againſt all who were not perfectly of their own ; 


mind, has been all along the Great Characteriſtick of one ſort of Church * 


men, and, in many Imſtances, all the Title they could pretend to the 


Name. 


G delfuer us from ſuch Church-men, and the Church from the- 
Scandal of ſuch Pretenders. | 


THE END 
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